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CONOY  TOWNSHIP 


Geographic  Setting 

Conoy  Township  occupies  the  extreme  western  point 
of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania.  Our  northeastern 
boundary  is  West  Donegal  Township,  and  we  are  bordered 
on  the  east  by  East  Donegal  Township.  The  Conewago 
Creek  separates  Lancaster  County  from  Dauphin  County 
and  makes  up  our  border  on  the  northwest.  The  Susque¬ 
hanna  River  borders  the  township  on  the  southwest.  The 
quality  of  land,  soil,  and  minerals  is  as  good  as  any  found 
in  Lancaster  County.  Conoy  Township  is  drained  by  three 
main  streams.  The  largest  is  the  Conewago  Creek.  About 
two  miles  south  lies  Brubaker’s  Run.  The  third,  and  most 
important  to  the  history  and  development  of  Conoy  Twp., 
is  the  Conoy  Creek.  The  entire  length  of  this  creek,  flow¬ 
ing  through  several  townships  before  emptying  into  the 
Susquehanna  at  Locust  Grove,  is  about  thirty  miles.  The 
northwest  ridge  of  hills,  known  locally  for  “Governor’s 
Stables,’’  is  actually  an  extension  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Moun¬ 
tains  of  Virginia.  The  highest  point  in  the  Twp.  located 
along  this  ridge,  is  known  locally  as  Stevens  Hill.  The  hills 
extend  across  the  river  at  Falmouth  where  it  forms  a  natu¬ 
ral  dam  and  caused  many  problems  in  early  river  transpor¬ 
tation.  Several  islands  in  the  Susquehanna  River  also 
form  a  part  of  our  township,  the  total  area  of  which  is  8,866 
acres  or  about  13.8  square  miles. 

Several  small  communities  make  up  most  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  our  quiet  rural  township.  The  largest  town,  Bain- 
bridge,  with  perhaps  1000  people,  lies  about  one-half  mile 
north  of  Conoy  Creek.  Falmouth,  the  second  largest,  but 
oldest  community,  lies  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cone¬ 
wago  Creek.  Stackstown  lies  on  the  Conoy  Creek  about 
two  miles  up  from  its  mouth.  The  present  day  ghost  town 
of  Billmeyer  is  situated  about  a  mile  south  of  Bainbridge 
along  the  river,  and  the  tiny  hamlet  of  Locust  Grove  is 
sandwiched  between  Bainbridge  and  Billmeyer. 

Early  Inhabitants 

Centuries  ago,  before  the  founding  of  Pennsylvania 
by  William  Penn,  the  area  constituting  the  present  Conoy 
Twp.,  along  with  other  areas  along  the  Susquehanna 
River,  was  the  home  and  hunting  grounds  of  the  Susque- 
hannock  Indians.  Excavations  made  by  Temple  University 
archeology  students  in  1966,  just  below  Bainbridge,  un¬ 
earthed  skeletons,  beads,  pottery,  and  other  items  of 
Indian  culture. 

Sometime  during  1718,  it  is  estimated,  the  Conoy 
Indians,  as  they  became  called,  migrated  from  the  Poto¬ 
mac  River  region  to  the  mouth  of  the  present  Conoy  Creek 


and  established  a  village  referred  to  in  colonial  records  as 
“Conoytown.’’  The  creek  and  township  were  hence 
named  after  the  Indian  tribe.  The  Conoy s  were  of 
Algonquin  stock  and  thus  related  to  the  peaceful  Dela¬ 
wares.  It  is  established  that  they  remained  here  as  late  as 
1743  before  moving  north. 


The  Conoy  Indians  figured  in  the  activities  of  the 
early  European  traders.  John  Harris,  the  pioneer  settler 
of  what  is  now  Harrisburg,  as  early  as  1718  attempted  a 
settlement  and  trading  post  near  Conoytown.  However 
the  Indians  here  appeared  a  bit  too  restless  to  Harris.  It 
appears  that  this  area  was  visited  frequently  by  northern 
Indians  who  stirred  up  the  Conoy s.  This  unrest  may  have 
caused  Harris  to  relocate  at  Pextang,  the  Indian  village 
near  present-day  Harrisburg. 

In  1722,  due  to  the  great  influx  and  settling  of  Scotch - 
Irish  settlers,  the  township  of  Donegal  was  organized  in 
Lancaster  County,  and  named  for  the  county  of  northern 
Ireland  from  whence  most  of  these  settlers  emigrated. 
This  newly  created  township,  in  what  was  then  frontier 
wilderness,  included  what  is  now  Rapho,  West  Donegal, 
East  Donegal,  Mt.  Joy,  and  Conoy  townships.  Initially 
these  hardy  people,  mostly  farmers,  congregated  near  the 
Mt.  Joy  area,  and  built  the  famous  Donegal  Presbyterian 
Church.  Some  of  these  families  eventually  settled  in  the 
Conoy  area  and  became  prominent. 

In  the  same  year,  1722,  an  important  Indian  council 
was  held  at  Conoytown.  The  council  was  attended  by 
chiefs  of  the  Nanticokes,  Conestogas,  Shawnees,  and 
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Conoys,  and  the  purpose  was  to  discuss  plans  for  renew¬ 
ing  friendship  and  unity  with  the  Five  Nations  (Iroquois)  to 
the  north.  This  meeting  was  evidently  so  important  that 
two  important  traders  were  invited  to  be  present,  James 
LeTort  and  James  Mitchell  Esq. 

Between  1722  and  1724  there  were  many  Indian 
traders  located  in  the  Conoytown  area.  A  number  of  these 
were  located  at  what  is  now  Stackstown.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  and  well-respected  of  these  traders  was  Peter 
Bezaillion,  a  Frenchman,  who  emigrated  with  LeTort  in 
1686.  He  traded  in  numerous  places  in  Lancaster  County 
and  throughout  the  eastern  colonies  prior  to  1719  when  he 
established  a  post  near  Conoytown.  He  had  a  good  stand¬ 
ing  with  the  Pa.  colonial  officials,  the  agents  of  the  Penns’, 
and  the  merchants  and  financiers  of  Philadelphia.  Besides 
providing  the  colonial  government  with  revenues  through 
Indian  trading,  he  also  played  an  important  part  as  a  liai¬ 
son  between  Indians  and  whites.  Peter,  as  he  was  known, 
lived  and  traded  here  until  his  death  in  1742.  His  trade 
route,  one  of  the  earliest  roads  in  the  area,  and  which 
probably  followed  some  well-traveled  Indian  trails,  be¬ 
came  known  as  Old  Peter’s  Road.  It  dated  from  1707  near 
Bareville  to  1712  near  Conoytown,  and  ran  from  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  east  to  Philadelphia.  The  exact  route  from  Mt. 
Joy  to  Conoytown,  is  unknown  and  still  open  to  research. 
The  significance  of  Old  Peter’s  Road  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  following  quote  taken  from  the  Journal  of  the  Lancas¬ 
ter  County  Historical  Society,  in  an  article  by  David  Landis 
in  1933  entitled:  “Conoy  Indian  Town  and  Peter  Bezail¬ 
lion”: 

Although  the  entire  route  of  Old  Peter’s  Road  is 
no  longer  a  highway,  it  was  an  important  road 
throughout  its  entire  distance  in  1729.  It  was  the 
route  of  the  Indians  and  the  Indian  traders  and  the 
trains  of  pack  horses  carrying  the  freight  of  Indian 
trade,  and  it  was  the  main  artery  between  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  the  West  by  way  of  Logan’s  Ferry,  which 
was  then  the  most  important  ferry  in  Donegal. 

Old  Peter’s  Road  was  marked  on  October  15,  1933  by 
members  of  the  Lancaster  County  Historical  Society  with  a 
bronze  plaque  mounted  upon  a  large  stone  on  the  outskirts 
of  Bainbridge,  directly  opposite  the  cemetery. 

The  early  Indian  traders  can  hardly  be  considered  as 
legitimate  full-time  settlers.  They  eventually  all  had  large 
tracts  of  land  surveyed,  but  only  for  speculation.  Among 
the  earliest  true  settlers  on  the  frontier  were  the  tavern 
owners.  Taverns  were  built  strategically  along  the  trails 
and  roads  of  the  traders  and  were  generally  well-patron¬ 
ized.  These  places  served  as  a  rendezvous  for  fur  traders 
and,  later,  soldiers  and  settlers  on  the  frontier.  Such  a 
popular  “ordinary”,  as  they  were  called,  was  Samuel 
Smith’s  tavern  located  at  present-day  Stackstown.  This 
was  the  same  place  known  later  as  Patrick  Campbell’s 
tavern.  Since  it  was  near  the  trading  post,  on  Peter’s 
Road,  and  near  the  ferry,  it  was  quite  popular.  According 
to  Klein’s  History  of  Lancaster  County,  “It  was  the 
custom  of  the  traders  to  assemble  at  Smith’s  just  before 
starting  with  their  pack  trains  for  the  Indian  country.  They 
made  things  lively  while  they  were  there.”  As  the  influx 
of  settlers  pressed  westward,  however,  the  Indians,  seek¬ 
ing  their  own  land,  migrated  westward  too,  and  the  Indian 
trade  in  the  Conoy  area  ceased. 

The  official  in  charge  of  the  land  and  patents  office  in 
colonial  Pa.  at  this  time  was  James  Logan,  William  Penn’s 
close  adviser.  Logan  wished  to  reward  his  Indian  traders 


and  had  several  tracts  of  land  surveyed  in  the  Conoy  area 
for  Martha  Bezaillion,  (wife  of  Peter),  Letort,  and 
Mitchell,  among  others,  all  prior  to  1720.  Logan,  himself, 
owned  over  3000  acres  of  land  in  Donegal.  At  the  present 
site  of  Bainbridge,  Logan  had  300  acres  of  land  surveyed 
for  himself  in  1719.  In  1720  he  gave  this  land  to  Jonas 
Davenport  for  Indian  trading.  Evidently  a  failure  in  trade, 
Logan  revoked  the  warrant  in  1735.  Logan  himself  had  es¬ 
tablished  a  ferry  at  the  present  day  Bainbridge  in  1730. 
This  ferry  remained  the  most  important  one  in  the  area 
during  colonial  times  and  served  as  a  gateway  to  the  west. 
It  remained  in  operation  until  1832  when  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal  was  built.  The  traffic  to  Logan’s  Ferry  was  so  heavy 
that  in  1733  another  road  was  constructed  to  it  from  the 
Paxton  Road,  which  went  from  Lancaster  to  Harrisburg. 
This  road  approximates  the  present  route  241  from  Eliza¬ 
bethtown  to  Bainbridge. 

The  average  frontage  of  these  various  choice  tracts  of 
land  along  the  river  was  generally  one-third  that  of  the 
depth.  The  Bezaillion  tract  lay  south  of  the  Conoy  Creek. 
The  land  adjoining  the  Bezaillion  tract  to  the  north  was 
granted  to  John  Galbraith,  a  Scotch-Irish  immigrant,  in 
1720.  In  1734,  Logan  received  a  patent  to  allow  Galbraith 
to  operate  the  ferry  (Logan’s)  for  twenty-one  years.  The 
Galbraith  family,  prominent  Presbyterians,  originally  set¬ 
tled  in  what  is  now  W.  Donegal  Township.  The  Galbraith 
family  served  notably  well  in  the  French  and  Indian  War 
and  during  the  American  Revolution.  Bertram  Galbraith 
(1730-1804),  son  of  John  Galbraith,  was  a  surveyor  by 
trade  and  settled  at  Bainbridge.  He  built  a  huge  stone 
ferry  house  and  mansion  along  the  river  which  later  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  ferry  during  this  period  of  time  be¬ 
came  known  as  Galbraith’s  Ferry.  During  the  French  and 
Indian  War  he  raised  a  company  of  “Rangers”  and  march¬ 
ed  to  Fort  Hunter  above  Harrisburg.  He  was  stationed  at 
this  post  from  1753-58.  During  the  Revolution  he  distin¬ 
guished  himself  by  raising  a  battalion  of  troops  and  was 
promptly  placed  in  charge  of  them.  It  was  also  his  duty  to 
conduct  a  draft,  Collect  a  military  tax,  and  mobilize  the 
township.  However  he  met  violent  opposition  from  many 
of  the  settlers  who  wanted  no  part  of  war.  One  of  the  con¬ 
stables  sent  to  collect  the  tax  was  even  lynched  and  mur¬ 
dered.  All  in  all,  Bertram  Galbraith  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  pioneer  settlers  in  Conoy  Township. 

The  Scotch-Irish  were  not  the  sole  immigrant  group  to 
the  Conoy  area.  In  1717  several  German  families,  fleeing 
religious  persecution,  settled  here.  Among  them  were  the 
Brennemans,  Brubakers,  Hostetters,  Greiders,  Hersheys, 
Stonemans,  Leamans,  Swarrs,  and  Kauffmans.  Melchoir 
Brenneman,  a  Mennonite  preacher,  bought  seven  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  from  the  Bezaillion  tract  in  1728. 

Jacob  Engle,  a  member  of  the  Old  Mennonite  Church, 
settled  near  Bainbridge  prior  to  the  Revolution.  He 
decided  that  the  Church  lacked  vitality  and  so  he  organi¬ 
zed  and  held  separate  meetings.  In  1776  a  regular  organi¬ 
zation  (not  his  original  intention)  developed  and  became 
known  as  the  River  Brethren.  This  group  today  is  numer¬ 
ous  in  the  Conoy  area  and  owed  its  name  to  its  general 
location  near  the  Susquehanna  River. 

Another  early  settler,  James  Rankin,  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  Falmouth  around  1770.  Due  to  the  falls  in  the 
river  it  was  difficult  for  boats  to  navigate  so  Rankin  es¬ 
tablished  a  ferry  there.  However  the  Rankins  were 
Quaker  Tories  who  opposed  the  movement  for  indepen¬ 
dence.  During  the  Revolution  Washington  was  eager 
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to  have  Rankin  captured.  Rankin  escaped  into  the  British 
lines  in  Philadelphia  while  General  Howe  was  encamped 
there  and  Washington’s  troops  were  in  Valley  Forge. 
Rankin’s  lands  were  then  confiscated  by  the  land  office. 
The  ferry,  tavern,  and  land  then  passed  into  the  family  of 
Abraham  Collins,  of  whom  more  will  be  said  later. 

Perhaps  the  most  eminent  and  well-known  name  in 
Conoy  Township  history  is  the  Haldemans.  Jacob  Hal  de¬ 
man  emigrated  from  Switzerland  in  the  1740’s.  His  son, 
John  bought  the  portion  of  the  Bezaillion  tract  which  John 
Galbraith  had  owned  since  1738.  During  his  time  John 
Haldeman  was  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  successful 
businessmen  in  our  state.  He  erected  a  huge  stone  grist 
mill,  saw  mill,  and  distillery  around  1790  near  the  mouth 


Built  as  a  Grist  Mill  by  John  and  Maria  Haldeman  1790.  Later 
used  by  Ben  Hoffman  for  tobacco  warehouse— (no  longer 
standing) 

of  the  Conoy  Creek  at  present  day  Locust  Grove.  He  sent 
his  produce  down  the  river  in  keel  boats  to  Wright’s  Ferry 
and  on  to  Phila.  or  all  the  way  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
Baltimore.  The  first  mill  burned  down  in  1800  but  was 
subsequently  rebuilt  and  enlarged.  This  mill  was  very 
large,  containing  four  runs  of  stones,  and  his  distillery  uti¬ 
lized  seventy-five  bushels  of  grain  at  capacity.  For  his  saw 
mill  he  floated  logs  up  the  Conoy  Creek  from  the  Susque¬ 
hanna.  Later  his  works  expanded  to  include  a  20  horse¬ 
power  steam  engine  that  produced  5000  feet  of  lumber  a 
day  with  8  hired  hands.  He  also  kept  extensive  swine  to 
feed  on  the  refuse  grain.  The  expansion  of  his  works  was 
helped  greatly  by  the  canal  and  railroads.  An  early  pio¬ 
neer  and  businessman,  John  Haldeman  was  estimated  to 
be  worth  250,000  dollars  at  his  death  in  1859.  He  was  also 
elected  to  the  Pa.  legislature  in  1800.  The  Haldeman 
mansion,  built  by  John  Haldeman,  is  presently  being 
restored  by  local  people  of  our  area  who  are  interested  in 
preserving  this  historic  old  mansion.  Samuel  Stehman 
Haldeman  (1812-1880),  son  of  Henry  Haldeman  who  was 
the  fourth  son  of  John  Haldeman  became  a  nationally 
noted  scientist  and  naturalist.  Born  at  Locust  Grove,  he 
specialized  in  zoology,  entomology,  and  geology.  He  left 
Dickinson  College  at  eighteen  and  continued  his  own  edu¬ 
cation  by  spending  much  time  in  the  library,  often  up  to  16 
hours  a  day.  Of  the  150  works  he  authored,  120  are  in  the 
field  of  natural  science,  and  30  in  language.  He  and 
Charles  Darwin,  the  noted  evolutionist,  seem  to  have  had 
something  in  common  as  Darwin  mentions  Prof.  Halde- 


Haldeman  Mansion  —  Locust  Grove  —  built  1782,  addition 
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man  in  the  preface  of  his  book.  Prof.  Haldeman ’s  emi¬ 
nence  in  philogy  is  well  attested  by  the  credit  he  received 
from  Noah  Webster  (1758-1843),  for  the  many  words  and 
definitions  he  contributed  to  Webster's  Dictionary.  He  re¬ 
ceived  many  awards  during  his  lifetime  and  was  much  in 
demand  as  a  lecturer  at  universities  until  his  death  in  1880. 

Other  families  who  pioneered  in  the  settling  of  Conoy 
Township  in  the  1700’s  include  James  Cook  who  settled 
next  to  John  Haldeman,  John  Catherwood,  the  first  sad¬ 
dler  in  the  township,  who  resided  at  Campbell’s  Tavern, 
Conrad  Wolf,  Allen  McLean,  Francis  Mairs,  John  Wilson, 
Robert  Thompson,  and  Randal  McClure.  Andrew  Boggs 
settled  along  the  river  between  Bainbridge  and  Falmouth 
in  1730.  An  early  settler  in  the  Falmouth  area  around  1770 
was  Daniel  Elliot. 

While  this  constitutes,  by  far,  an  incomplete  listing  of 
all  the  early  settlers  of  Conoy  Township,  we  can  now  gain 
some  appreciation  of  the  importance  the  Conoy  area  and 
its  people  played  in  the  development  of  colonial  Pa.  With 
the  gradual  increase  in  population  here  as  the  frontier 
moved  westward,  the  opportunities  in  land  speculation, 
businesses,  and  industries  brought  about  some  changes, 
which  led  to  the  development  of  communities,  and  finally 
to  the  creation  of  Conoy  Township  as  we  know  it  today. 

The  Growth  of  Communities 

While  some  of  the  earliest  centers  of  population  in 
many  places  in  colonial  Pennsylvania  sprang  up  around 
mills,  the  Susquehanna  River  provided  a  living  for  people 
by  another  means,  probably  even  before  any  mills  in  the 
area  existed.  At  one  time  shad  fisheries  were  common 
along  the  river,  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  McCalls  Ferry 
Dam  at  Columbia  which  obstructed  the  annual  northern 
migration  of  these  fish.  The  fishing  industry  was 
important  to  the  local  economy.  Usually  islands  in  the 
river  provided  the  most  favorable  locations  for  fishing. 
There  were  seven  principal  fishing  stations  in  Conoy 
Twp.,  and  four  were  islands.  It  is  notable  that  on  one  oc¬ 
casion,  5,300  shad  were  taken  on  Bainbridge  (Haldeman) 
Island,  in  a  single  haul.  Several  hundred  were  freed  by 
cutting  the  net  as  it  was  so  heavily  loaded  that  it  could  not 
be  moved.  During  the  fishing  season,  people  came  here 
from  all  over  the  county  to  fish  or  to  buy  fish.  It  was  not 
uncommon  to  see  twenty  or  more  wagons  lined  up  at  a 
station  waiting  for  fish.  There  was  a  shad  fishery  at  Fal¬ 
mouth  operated  by  Daniel  Elliot.  Peddlers  would  then 
leave  our  area  and  go  to  their  respective  towns  equipped 
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with  a  “shad  horn”  and  the  accompanying  smell  to  sell 
their  products.  They  sold  for  a  “fip”  (six  and  one-quarter 
cents)  each  with  a  purchase  of  fifty  or  more.  Smaller  pur¬ 
chases  went  at  a  “levy”  (twelve  and  one-half  cents)  each. 
Each  fish  commonly  weighed  from  eight  to  twelve  pounds. 
Thus  the  fishing  business,  even  well  into  the  twentieth 
century,  was  a  very  lucrative  business  in  Conoy  Twp.  This 
tradition  has  remained  today  in  a  sense  that  Falmouth  is 
one  of  the  hottest  “musky”  fishing  spots  in  Pa.! 

Several  mills  were  erected  in  early  Conoy  Township. 
Mention  was  made  of  Haldeman’s  at  Locust  Grove.  In 
1859  it  became  the  property  of  John  Wiley  and  in  1898  it 
was  sold  to  Ben  Hoffman  who  lived  there  until  1934. 
Another  grain  mill  was  erected  about  a  mile  above  Halde¬ 
man’s  on  the  Conoy  Creek  (in  1797,  by  Jacob  Brenneman). 
This  mill,  near  Stackstown  was  later  known  as  Erb’s  Mill. 


Brenneman’s  Mill  —  Conoy  Creek 


Another  Mill  was  built  between  Bainbridge  and  Falmouth 
on  Brubaker  Run.  This  one  became  known  as  Collins’ 
Mill,  and  was  built  in  1840.  While  Collins’  and  Locust 
Grove  were  important  canal  and  railroad  stops,  none  of 
these  mills  attracted  large  population  centers.  The  com¬ 
munities  of  Conoy  Township  had  diverse  beginnings. 


Collins  Mill,  route  441  —  midway  between  Falmouth  and 
Bainbridge 


Falmouth 

Falmouth  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
community  in  the  Twp.  A  few  landholders  seized  upon  the 
idea  of  a  lottery  on  their  lands  as  a  means  of  making  a  pro¬ 
fit.  This  was  a  common  method  of  disposal  of  lots  as  many 


other  towns  were  founded  in  this  manner.  In  1772  Philip 
Schneider  bought  187  acres  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Conewago  Creek  on  its  east  side,  near  the  spot  where 
Rankin’s  Ferry  was  located.  He  later  sold  this  land  to 
John  Bayly,  who  with  his  sons-in-law  John  and  Richard 
Greer,  along  with  a  James  Hopkins,  plotted  the  town  of 
Falmouth,  and  named  it  after  Falmouth,  England,  in  1791. 
They  decided  to  sell  lots  by  lottery  at  the  price  of  ten 
pounds  (100  dollars)  per  lot.  A  total  of  146  lots  were  sold. 

It  was  hoped  that  Falmouth  would  become  a  major 
river  terminal  point  since  boats  could  not  navigate  the  falls 
at  this  point.  It  was  expected  that  river  freight  would  be 
transferred  to  wagons  here  and  hauled  to  eastern  markets. 
This  idea  was  furthered  by  the  incorporation  of  the  Greer- 
Hopkins  Turnpike  which  ran  from  Falmouth  to  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  in  1810.  During  the  years  1810  and  1811,  lines  of 
twenty  to  thirty  Conestoga  wagons  and  stagecoaches  were 
seen  drawn  by  four  to  six  horses  along  the  turnpike.  Tav¬ 
erns  sprung  up  and  were  well-supported  during  the  short 
life  of  this  highway,  for  caring  for  the  passengers,  horses 
and  drivers  was  a  great  task.  However,  a  few  short  years 
of  success  was  all  this  venture  lasted.  On  the  York  County 
side  of  the  river,  a  canal  was  built  around  the  falls  en¬ 
abling  boats  to  navigate  up  and  down  the  river  from  this 
point.  The  success  of  the  canal  took  all  the  trade  from  Fal¬ 
mouth  and  the  turnpike  was  abandoned.  In  later  years 
weeds  and  pumpkin  vines  grew  over  the  roadway  and  it 
became  known  locally  as  the  Pumpkin  Vine  Pike.  Today 
the  road  is  open  and  is  a  great  convenience  to  people  in 
this  area.  The  hills  are  known  locally,  as  mentioned  pre¬ 
viously,  by  such  names  as  Stevens  Hill,  and  Governor’s 
Stables.  It  is  said  that  during  the  Civil  War,  Governor 
Andrew  Curtin  quartered  his  horses  in  his  private  and 
well-hidden  stables  here,  on  the  property  now  owned  by 
Clyde  Fink. 


Rocks  at  Governor’s  Stables 


Another  business  during  the  1800’s  in  Falmouth  was 
the  John  Keller  quarry  located  between  Falmouth  and  the 
river.  Stone  from  this  quarry  was  used  in  the  monument 
to  Thaddeus  Stevens  in  Lancaster. 

The  town  of  Falmouth  did  not  disappear  as  a  result  of 
its  unmet  expectations.  In  1875  there  were  an  estimated 
250  people  living  there.  It  also  contained  a  church,  school, 
store,  and  post  office.  In  1925  about  300  people  lived  in 
Falmouth.  The  town  is  about  half  the  size  today,  and  as 
mentioned  before,  when  someone  outside  the  area 
mentions  Falmouth,  the  first  thing  that  pops  into  many 
peoples’  mind  is  “Muskies.”  This  is  partly  due  to  the 
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State’s  program  of  “Project  70“  in  which  boating  and  fish¬ 
ing  facilities  were  built  and  the  “muskies”  were  stocked. 
Falmouth,  today  is  also  the  home  of  Kenneth  Brandt,  our 
Representative  to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  98th  Dis¬ 
trict,  which  includes  Elizabethtown,  Manheim,  Columbia, 
Mount  Joy,  Mountville,  Marietta,  Maytown,  and  Bain- 
bridge. 

Bainbridge 

The  town  of  Bainbridge  received  its  impetus  in  a  simi¬ 
lar  manner  as  did  Falmouth.  In  1813  there  were  only  three 
buildings  at  the  present  town  site —  a  farmhouse  and  two 
taverns.  One  tavern  was  Galbraiths’  and  the  other  was 
owned  by  Henry  Brenneman.  In  1813  Henry  Brenneman 
and  John  Haldeman  bought  the  farm  from  a  Shaffer  who 
owned  it  and  proceeded  to  lay  out  the  townsite  and  sell  the 
lots  by  lottery.  They  named  the  town  in  honor  of  the  Com¬ 
modore  William  Bainbridge,  a  naval  hero  in  the  Barbary 
Wars  and  the  War  of  1812.  The  town,  thus  laid  out,  was 


Commodore  William  Bainbridge  —  picture  courtesy  of  the 
Henry  Francis  DuPont  Winterthur  Museum,  Inc.  Delaware 


on  the  upper  side  of  the  main  street  (Race  Street).  These 
lots  sold  very  fast  and  following  this  success  another  town 
project  was  initiated.  John  Smith  and  John  Seiple  then 
purchased  land  from  Jacob  Hoffman  on  the  south  side  of 
Bainbridge.  These  lots  were  also  sold  by  lottery  and  be¬ 
came  called  the  village  of  Centreville,  Race  Street  being 
the  boundary  between  the  two  towns.  Eventually  the  two 
towns  were  consolidated  into  one  as  Bainbridge.  The  only 
reminders  today  of  this  early  division  are  the  street 
names:  the  street  at  the  new  fire  house  is  Market  Street 
“C“,  and  the  street  at  the  present-day  post  office  is 
Market  Street  “B“.  Many  of  the  lots  were  bought  up  by 
speculators  since  there  was  expectation  that  the  town 
would  grow  and  expand  very  rapidly.  However  growth 
was  slow  in  the  first  few  years  and  many  purchasers  lost 
heavily  in  the  collapse  which  followed. 

In  its  earliest  years  the  town  contained  four  mer¬ 
chants.  The  first  store  was  owned  by  John  Hartzler. 
Another  was  owned  by  Hippie  and  Curran;  another  by 
May  and  Hamilton;  and  another  by  Jacob  Backstresser. 
The  earliest  tavern  keeper  was  Andrew  Bademan  who 
operated  the  stone  building  by  the  river  owned  by  Gal¬ 
braith.  Abraham  Bracht  was  the  first  blacksmith.  The 
pioneer  shoemaker  was  John  Breining;  the  first  tailor  was 
Jacob  Vogelsong;  and  David  Watson  was  the  first  physi¬ 
cian.  Samuel  Hackenberger  was  the  first  druggist. 


Although  typical  of  many  early  towns,  it  is  amazing  to  note 
the  variety  of  occupations  and  the  degree  of  self-sufficien¬ 
cy  contained  in  early  Bainbridge.  The  earliest  blacksmith 
shop  dates  back  to  1826  and  may  even  go  back  further. 
However  this  original  shop  is  being  restored  and  operated 
as  a  museum  and  antique  shop  by  Richard  Brooks,  an 
amateur  smithy,  of  Bainbridge.  This  old  building  lies  just 
off  the  “square”  at  Race  and  Second  Streets. 


Old  Blacksmith  Shop,  built  1820 


Blacksmith  Shop  —  restored  1965  as  a  Museum  and  Shop 
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As  previously  stated,  the  growth  of  the  town  was  slow 
for  some  time.  It  was  not  until  about  1840  that  Bainbridge 
really  began  to  grow.  No  motive  was  found  as  to  why  this 
particular  site  was  chosen  to  lay  out  a  town.  However,  the 
fact  that  a  ferry  existed  there,  two  roads  passed  through 
the  area,  and  two  taverns  were  in  business  here,  may  have 
influenced  their  decision.  At  any  rate,  two  factors  which 
may  have  played  a  large  part  in  the  period  of  rapid  growth 
of  Bainbridge  (from  1840-1860)  were  the  canal  and  the 
railroad.  As  early  as  1829  reference  was  made  to  canal 
digging  at  Bainbridge  when  Dr.  Watson  reported  a  dis¬ 
covery  made  by  laborers  on  the  canal  of  several  Indian 
relics. 

The  canal  added  an  important  dimension  to  the  life 
and  prosperity  of  the  town.  Canal  boats  were  owned  by 
Bainbridge  residents,  including  John  Findley,  George, 
and  Frank  Feltenberger,  along  with  quite  a  few  others. 
The  Pennsylvania  Canal,  which  generally  followed  all 
along  the  Susquehanna  River,  was  ready  for  use  in  1832. 
Its  operations  continued  as  late  as  1901,  however  their 
heyday  only  lasted  for  about  twenty  years  when  the  rail¬ 
roads  bought  them  out.  Although  the  canal  era  is  a  by¬ 
gone  era,  a  few  pictures  and  remnants  do  remain.  The 
rock  walls  and  canal  bed  are  still  visible  in  most  places, 
and  the  remains  of  those  engineering  marvels — the 
locks —  still  are  intact  in  some  places.  These  sturdy  stone 
structures  were  170  feet  long  and  17  feet  wide,  just  one 
foot  wider  than  the  boats.  Canals  were  big  business,  as 
135  tons  of  freight  could  easily  be  hauled  by  just  three 
mules.  Locks  were  especially  important  in  Conoy  Town¬ 
ship  because  the  river  elevation  changed  so  rapidly  in  such 
a  short  distance.  From  Rowenna,  (the  deepest  lock  on  the 
entire  Pa.  Canal  —  19  feet),  the  next  lock  was  just  above 
Bainbridge.  About  two  miles  above  the  Bainbridge  lock 
was  Collins’  lock.  Barely  a  mile  above  that  one  was  the 
Falmouth  lock.  The  next  lock  above  that  was  Buck  lock 
near  Middletown.  It  was  said  that  the  Lutheran  Sunday 
School  picnics  used  the  canal  boats  to  go  down  to  Chickies 
Park,  below  Marietta,  every  summer.  The  boats  were 
boarded  at  the  Railroad  station  in  Bainbridge,  owned  by 
John  Findley. 


Old  Canal  —  Falmouth 


Old  Canal  —  Collins 


Railroad  Station  —  Bainbridge  — 


(no  longer  standing) 


looking  East 
looking  South 


Railroad  Station  —  Bainbridge  — 
Railroad  Station  —  Bainbridge  — 
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The  railroad,  which  came  in  some  time  after  the 
canal,  also  offered  the  township  improved  facilities.  As 
time  went  on,  many  residents  were  employed  on  the 
railroad.  There  were  actually  four  railway  stations  in  the 
township  at  one  time:  Falmouth,  Collins,  Bainbridge,  and 
Locust  Grove.  The  decline  of  the  influence  of  the  railroad 
has  been  such  that  today,  however,  no  longer  does  the 
railroad  make  any  stops  in  Conoy  Township  and  the  sta¬ 
tions  no  longer  stand.  The  trains  pass  through  Bainbridge 
and  blow  their  whistles,  and  the  silent  and  mystical  canal 
bed  still  remains  as  remnants  of  the  once  flourishing  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  bygone  era.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the 
canals  and  railroad  played  a  major  part  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  communities  in  Conoy  Township  in  the 
1800’s 

During  the  Civil  War,  Bainbridge  was  in  its  prime. 
The  apex  of  its  population  was  reached  when  fifteen 
hundred  soldiers  were  stationed  here  in  1863  on  emergen¬ 
cy  during  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg.  During  the  Civil  War, 
the  Lutheran  Church,  which  stood,  where  it  now  stands, 
on  top  of  the  hill  in  Bainbridge,  was  used  as  a  repository  of 


arms.  Colonel  Thomas  of  Philadelphia  was  often  seen  on 
the  steeple  anxiously  looking  through  his  glass  to  the  York 
County  side  of  the  River,  watching  for  Rebel  cavalry  op¬ 
posite  Bainbridge,  who,  after  the  burning  of  the  Columbia- 
Wrightsville  Bridge  in  1863,  were  seeking  a  natural  loca¬ 
tion  of  easily  crossing  the  river  in  attempt  to  capture 
Harrisburg. 

By  1880  the  population  of  Bainbridge  was  estimated 
to  be  about  eight  hundred.  The  population  of  the  entire 
township  had  passed  the  two  thousand  mark  by  then.  In 
fact,  by  1842  enough  people  were  settled  in  the  entire 
township  area  that  formal  steps  were  taken  and  Conoy 
Township  was  formally  established,  being  taken  from 
West  Donegal  Twp.  So  Conoy  Township,  as  we  know  it,  is 
134  years  old,  officially. 

In  1875  Bainbridge  was  described  as  having  the  usual 
number  of  churches,  schools,  and  mills  commonly  found  in 
a  prosperous  community.  The  following  list  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  variety  of  early  businesses  in  Bainbridge  and 
the  surrounding  township  area: 


TABLE  I 

BUSINESSES  AND  PROFESSIONS  IN  CONOY  TOWNSHIP  PRIOR  TO  1875 


Name 

of 

Person 

Date 

of 

Business 

Place 

of 

Settlement 

Type 

of 

Business 

S.  Ackerman 

1833 

Bainbridge 

Storekeeper  and  farmer 

Barnard  Doyle 

1861 

Bainbridge 

Hotel  keeper 

D.  Dibeler 

1832 

Falmouth 

Foreman  in  quarry 

Miss  Sidney  Dennison 

1854 

Falmouth 

Instructress 

C.  Engle 

1804 

Bainbridge 

Farmer 

H.  Simon  Engle 

1833 

Bainbridge 

Farmer 

M.  H.  Engle 

1851 

Bainbridge 

Farmer  and  speculator 

H.  C.  Fahs 

1852 

Bainbridge 

Wheelwright  and  farm  implements 

J.  S.  Grimes 

1870 

Falmouth 

Dealer  in  general  merchandise 

J.  F.  Galbraith 

1840 

Bainbridge 

Farmer  and  River  pilot 

J.  A.  Garreth 

1844 

Bainbridge 

Stonemason 

J.  Haldeman 

1818 

Locust  Grove 

Farmer  and  limeburner 

Benjamin  Hoffman 

1828 

Bainbridge 

Farmer  and  dealer  in  leaf  tobacco 

Jacob  Haldeman 

1814 

Bainbridge 

Hotel  Keeper 

S.  Hackenberger 

1847 

Bainbridge 

Druggist  and  apothecary 

John  Hykes 

1871 

Bainbridge 

Farmer 

Henry  Isaac 

1840 

Bainbridge 

Dealer  in  groceries,  flour,  feed,  etc. 

B.  Meckley 

1817 

Bainbridge 

Sheriff,  manufacturer  of  lumber 

J.  K.  Stoner 

1834 

Bainbridge 

Farmer  and  sale  clerk 

Fred  Smith 

1816 

Bainbridge 

-  Merchant 

John  Wiley 

1833 

Bainbridge 

Miller  and  distiller 

Dr.  George  Weseman 

1867 

Bainbridge 

Physician 

A.  M.  Bachman 

1862 

Teacher  &  Tax  Collector 

Abraham  Collins 

At  Collins 

Dry  Goods;  Grocery;  Grain;  Tobacco;  Canal  Boats  —  Prop. 

John  Deer 

Bainbridge 

Cooper 

Joseph  Engle 

Saw  Miller 

C.  S.  Erb 

Justice  of  Peace 

John  Horst 

Lock  tender  (#4)  Hotel;  Dry  Goods;  Feed  Store 

Jacob  Lenhert 

Carpenter 

Jacob  Miller 

Shoemaker 

George  Bean 

Lumber  &  Coal  dealer 

Henry  Bricker 

Dentist  &  Watch  Maker 

John  Filbert 

Bainbridge 

Union  Hotel — Prop.;  Express  Agent 

Eliza  Galbraith 

Bainbridge 

Milliner  (Hat  Shop);  Post  Mistress 

John  Hefft 

Exchange  Hotel — Prop.;  Storekeeper 

John  Markley 

Bainbridge 

Tin  Ware  &  Stove  dealer 

Abraham  Smith 

Currier  &  Tanner 

Frederick  Smith 

1863 

Sheriff  of  Lane.  Co. 

Horace  West 

Physician 
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THIRD  STREET 


Bainbridge  National  Bank  at  right  —  General  Store  at  left  where  horse  and  wagon  are  hitched  —  looking  North 
on  2nd  Street  (about  1920) 


One  must  conclude  that  before  the  increased  mobility 
brought  about  by  the  automobile,  Bainbridge  was  isolated 
enough  to  remain  quite  self-sufficient.  It  wasn’t  necessary 
to  travel  to  a  bigger  city;  most  of  our  needs  and  wants 
could  be  satisfied  right  in  our  own  community! 

By  contrast,  today  Bainbridge  is  basically  a  residen¬ 
tial  community  surrounded  by  primarily  an  agricultural 
township.  Increased  mobility  of  the  the  20th  century  has 
sent  workers  to  the  cities  and  the  huge  supermarkets  and 
discount  stores  have  almost  replaced  the  small  town 
shops.  Even  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bainbridge,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Second  and  Race  Sts.,  had,  in  1923,  a  capital  of 
$25,000  and  total  resources  over  $216,000.  Comparable  in 
size  with  other  banks  in  the  county,  it  is  no  longer  in  busi¬ 
ness.  Presently  the  major  businesses  in  Bainbridge  are 
the  Gingrich  Food  Market,  which  also  handles  general 
merchandise,  Hawthorn’s  Furniture  Store  and  Funeral 
Home,  which  dates  back  to  1820.,  Wilbert  Mohr’s  plumb¬ 
ing  and  heating  business,  two  service  stations:  Brosey’s 
Sinclair  and  the  Bainbridge  “76”  station,  the  Washington 
House  Conoy  Restaurant,  and  two  hotels.  A  modern  post 
office  serves  the  entire  township;  Lloyd  Smith  operates  a 
barber  shop.  More  community  names  and  places  will 
appear  later. 

Locust  Grove 

Mention  was  made  of  the  small  village  of  Locust 
Grove,  begun  by  John  Haldeman  during  the  1790’s.  This 
place  remained  about  the  same  size,  as  the  Haldeman 
works  was  the  only  business  there  and  the  townspeople 
lived  barely  a  mile  from  the  Bainbridge  businesses.  Today 
the  village  contains  about  six  houses  and  the  huge  Halde¬ 
man  mansion.  Remnants  of  the  old  mill  still  stand,  and 
the  little  village,  nestled  in  a  hollow,  surrounded  by  Locust 
trees,  is  a  beautiful  picture. 

In  1845  John  Haldeman  commenced  the  burning  of 


lime  about  a  mile  south  of  Locust  Grove.  Further  discus¬ 
sion  of  these  works  will  be  continued  when  Billmeyer  is 
discussed  later.  However,  since  Conoy  Twp.  is  rich  in 
limestone,  other  kilns  were  constructed  at  various  places 
in  the  township.  For  example,  in  1840,  Benjamen  and 
Samuel  Beatty  erected  two  draw  kilns  about  one-half  mile 
east  of  Bainbridge  on  the  Stackstown  Road.  Limestone 
was  always  in  great  demand  due  to  the  expanding  iron  and 
steel  industry  in  the  United  States. 

Stackstown 

In  1884,  on  the  Conoy  Creek  near  Patrick  Campbell’s 
tavern,  only  three  houses  stood.  About  this  time  a  man  by 
the  name  of  George  Stacks  decided  to  establish  a  wagon 
shop  and  blacksmith  shop  there.  He  added  a  few  houses 
to  the  settlement  and  thereafter  it  has  been  called  by 
about  five  different  names,  all  of  which  refer  to  the  same 
village:  Ridgeville,  Hancock,  Bridgeville,  Stackstown, 
and  in  the  late  1800’s  when  the  town  had  a  post  office,  it 
was  known  as  Lobata.  The  town  did  not  grow  fast  and  by 
1883  there  were  a  total  of  fourteen  dwellings,  a  store,  the 
blacksmith  shop,  a  mill,  and  a  school  in  the  vicinity.  The 
town  is  perhaps  slightly  larger  today  and  generally  goes 
by  the  name  Stackstown,  although  occasionally  letters 
received  in  the  Bainbridge  post  office  are  addressed  to 
people  living  in  “Lobata.”  After  World  War  II,  a  contrac¬ 
tor  named  Oliver  Sager  began  the  construction  of  a  group 
of  homes  about  a  half  mile  east  of  Stackstown  along  the 
Conoy  Creek.  This  development  which  totals  around 
fifteen  or  twenty  houses  is  today  known  as  Sagerville. 

Billmeyer 

Brief  mention  was  made  previously  of  this  company 
town  just  below  Locust  Grove  along  the  river.  The  story  of 
Billmeyer  is  a  unique  and  colorful  one  in  Conoy  Township 
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history,  and  perhaps  it  is  a  bit  unusual  for  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  beginning  of  this  town  actually  goes 
back  to  1845  when  Haldeman  built  two  lime  kilns  here. 
These  kilns  produced  30,000  bushels  of  lime  per  year,  the 
lime  being  quarried  from  the  hills  behind  the  kilns.  In 
1870  Haldeman  leased  the  operation  to  Kerr,  Cook,  and 
Company  for  ten  years.  In  1881  Walter  Haldeman  and  a 
Clad  well  took  it  over  until  1894.  Lime  products  were  in 
great  demand  in  the  steel  industry  and  this  particular 
business  was  a  very  profitable  venture  at  the  time. 

In  1894  John  E.  Baker  leased  the  works  and  in  1896  he 
bought  the  Haldeman  farm.  He  promptly  named  the 
quarry  settlement  “Billmeyer”  after  his  wife’s  maiden 
name.  The  final  product,  a  finely  ground  lime,  was  called 
“Donegal  Dolomite.’’  During  World  War  I,  when 
Europeans  cut  off  America’s  trade  for  magnesite,  Baker, 
who  owned  several  other  companies  in  eastern  U.S.,  was 
the  first  to  begin  production  of  a  substitute  from  the  rich 
dolomite  at  the  Billmeyer  quarry.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  Billmeyer  became  a  booming  company  town. 
Foreign  help  from  southern  Europe  and  Negro  laborers 
from  the  South  arrived  in  quantity.  During  its  peak  over 
seven  hundred  men  were  employed  at  Billmeyer!  Their 
homes  were  mostly  frame  and  very  simply  constructed.  A 
company  store  was  built  and  operated  by  William  W. 
Mundorff  of  Bainbridge.  A  small  chapel,  post  office,  and 
school  were  built  by  the  company  also.  Several  bad  epi¬ 
demics  hit  Billmeyer  before  the  war  and  no  one  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  leave  town.  Trains  refused  to  stop,  and  they 
threw  out  the  mail  and  supplies  while  passing  through  the 
town. 


Billmeyer  church  and  school  (1936  flood  picture) 

By  1940  the  dolomite  production  began  to  slacken  and 
the  years  1940-1957  witnessed  a  gradual  decline  in 
production.  Billmeyer,  a  victim  of  unavoidable  economic 
circumstances,  gradually  became  a  ghost  town.  A  transfer 
of  some  of  its  operations  and  skilled  workers  was  made  to 
Thomasville,  York  Co.,  another  plant  of  the  Baker 
Company.  By  1954  about  40  men  were  employed  on  a 
standby  basis  and  as  a  skeleton  crew.  The  town  consisted 
of  eighteen  families,  many  unemployed,  a  fraction  of  the 
one  thousand  or  so  who  once  lived  here.  All  mining  opera¬ 
tions  were  halted  in  1957  and  the  last  workers  were  forced 
to  seek  employment  elsewhere. 

In  1961  the  pumps  which  kept  the  huge  quarry  pump¬ 
ed  free  of  water  ceased  operation,  and  as  the  quarry  filled 


with  seventy  feet  of  water,  it  was  realized  that  Billmeyer 
was  now  a  part  of  history.  Today  the  narrow,  winding  road 
leading  down  to  the  quarry  is  blocked  off  from  public  use. 
Some  of  the  equipment,  a  few  buildings,  and  the  remnants 
of  the  many  dwellings  along  with  the  bare  quarries  are  all 
that  remain  of  this  once  thriving  business  and  company 
town. 


Scott  School  (built  1811)  ruins  still  standing  at  south  end  of 
Falmouth 


Schools 


Shortly  after  the  town  of  Bainbridge  was  laid  out,  a 
school  was  built  there.  The  Bainbridge  school  house  went 
through  quite  a  transformation  to  the  present.  Built  in 
1820,  the  first  one  was  on  Arch  Street,  one-half  block 
below  the  present-day  Lutheran  Church.  This  was  a  three 
story  brick  building  with  a  dome  that  housed  a  bell.  The 
first  two  floors  had  two  rooms  each.  Elementary  grades 
were  taught  on  the  lower  floor  and  secondary  classes  on 
the  second  floor.  The  third  story  was  a  large  one-room 
town  hall.  Each  room  had  its  own  individual  heating  sys¬ 
tem  —  the  pot  bellied  stove.  Drinking  water  was  carried 
in  by  children  from  town  wells.  Since  there  was  no 
uniform  curriculum,  teachers  chose  the  subjects  and  books 
to  be  used  and  parents  bought  the  textbooks  in  town, 
usually  from  John  Rich’s  store  on  South  Race  Street.  Sal¬ 
aries  were  low:  for  example,  Mrs.  Fortin’s  salary  in  the 
1890’s  was  listed  at  $35  per  month,  and  one  year  she  had 
66  pupils!  The  school  term  had  an  abrupt  end  in  March, 
1896.  An  overheated  stove  in  one  room  started  a  fire  that 
leveled  the  entire  building.  A  volunteer  bucket  brigade 
labored  vainly  to  contain  the  fire  but  a  small  house  nearby 
also  went  up  in  flames. 

The  second  Bainbridge  school  was  built  directly  over 
the  foundation  of  the  first;  this  one  containing  a  hot-air 
furnace  in  the  basement.  In  1920,  for  the  first  time,  child¬ 
ren  were  transported  to  the  high  school  when  George 
Rutherford  hauled  in  ten  pupils  by  truck.  Later,  Ruther¬ 
ford  was  owner  and  operator  of  Conoy  Twp.  school  bus 
service  for  34  years,  and  the  service  was  extended  to  cover 
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Bainbridge  High  School  built  1920  —  destroyed  by  fire  1934 


all  grades.  A  two-story  6  room  annex  was  added  in  1928 
and  electric  lights  were  added  for  the  first  time.  However, 
early  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  20,  1934,  at  16  degrees  below 
zero,  the  school  caught  fire  again.  By  8  o’clock  in  the 
morning  it  was  a  blazing  inferno  and  spectators  stood  by 
helplessly.  Only  a  few  items  were  saved  from  the  burning 
building.  Grades  1-2,  5-6,  then  met  in  the  old  fire  hall. 
The  3rd  and  4th  grades  used  the  old  drug  store  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  barber  shop,  and  the  7th  and  8th  grades  met  at  the  old 
2nd  Street  band  hall.  Grades  9-11  were  transported  to  the 
Masonic  Homes  at  Patton  School.  Teachers  at  this  time 
were  Miss  Ruth  Kurtz,  Mrs.  Helen  Hamor,  Miss 
Josephine  Beshler,  Ross  Houseal,  Miss  Verna  Peck  -  Prin¬ 
cipal,  and  Miss  Naomi  Demmy,  assistant. 

Land,  meanwhile,  was  purchased  at  the  upper  end  of 
town  and  a  new  building  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1934.  New  conveniences  included  a  steam  heat¬ 
ing  system,  ventilators,  electric  bells,  and  drinking  foun¬ 
tains.  Dressing  rooms  and  showers  were  in  the  basement. 
In  1936  a  cafeteria  was  added  in  the  basement.  With  two 
cooks  hired,  lunches  were  served  at  10  cents  each!  In  1955 


Bainbridge  Elementary  School  built  1934 

Bainbridge  High  School  students  were  transferred  to 
Elizabethtown,  all  the  country  schools  in  the  township 
were  closed,  and  the  Bainbridge  school,  as  it  does  today, 
served  as  the  elementary  school  for  the  entire  township. 

The  Bainbridge  school  was  certainly  not  the  only 
school  in  the  township,  although  it  was  the  only  high 
school.  But  there  were  several  country  “grammar” 
schools  constructed  in  the  1800’s.  In  1842,  at  the  creation 
of  Conoy  Twp.,  the  first  school  board  met  and  adopted  the 
Pa.  Free  Public  School  Act  of  1834.  Prior  to  this  time  any 
schools  in  existence  were  privately  financed  and  often 
handled  by  religious  groups.  Perhaps  an  important  factor 
in  making  this  decision  was  the  death  of  John  Scott,  a 
wealthy  Donegal  Twp.  Presbyterian  bachelor.  True  to  the 
Scotch-Irish  devotion  to  education,  he  willed  the  proceeds 


for  the  estate  to  Donegal  education.  $1,234  of  this  money 
was  used  in  Conoy  Township.  Thus,  in  1844,  four  new 
schools  were  built  in  Conoy  Twp.,  each  one  costing  about 
250  dollars.  The  Public  School  Act  also  provided  for  a 
public  tax  for  the  first  time  to  support  the  school  system. 
New  schools  built  in  Conoy  Twp.  that  year  were  located  at 
Collins,  Ebersoles,  Ridgeville,  and  Kob’s  on  the  Fal- 
mouth-Elizabethtown  pike. 

The  Wickersham  School,"  located  near  Stackstown, 
was  probably  built  later,  (perhaps  around  1860),  as  it  was 
a  well-built  2  story  brick  building  costing  $5,500.  It  had 
two  rooms  and  two  teachers  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
J.P.  Wickersham,  the  first  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Lancaster  County,  and  later,  the  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Denmark. 


Wickersham  School  —  (no  longer  standing) 

The  Ebersole  School  was  located  about  halfway  be¬ 
tween  W.  Donegal  Twp.  and  the  river  and  midway  be¬ 
tween  Falmouth  and  Bainbridge  along  the  Good’s  Church 
Road.  The  building  standing  today  was  constructed  in 
1880  replacing  a  brick  one  built  with  Scott  funds  in  1844. 
The  original  Ebersole  school  was  a  log  structure  dating 
back  to  1800.  An  old  map  of  1864  indicates  that  most  of 
the  settlers  of  this  area  were  surnamed  Ebersole. 


Ebersole  School  built  about  1800,  picture  1900  —  (no  longer 
standing) 
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Steven’s  Hill  School  —  Falmouth  Pike 


The  Stevens  Hill  School  also  occupied  three  struc¬ 
tures  in  its  history.  The  first  structure  stood  at  the  foot  of 
the  mill  road  near  the  covered  bridge.  Money  for  this 
building  was  given  by  the  local  inhabitants  of  this  sparsely 
settled  area,  before  the  Free  School  Act  was  passed.  Jacob 
Olweiler  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  area  around 
1765.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Maytown  Lutheran 
Church,  a  strong  believer  in  education,  and  a  liberal  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  first  school.  The  school  received  the  name 
“Kobs”  after  one  of  the  families  prominent  in  the  area. 
The  second  building,  also  known  as  Kob’s,  was  located  on 
the  same  spot  as  the  present  school  building  but  closer  to 
the  highway.  Money  for  this  school  came  from  the  Scott 
fund  and  was  built  in  1844.  The  present  “Stevens  Hill” 
school  was  constructed  in  1882.  The  name  Stevens  was 
attributed  in  honor  of  Thaddeus  Stevens  who  was  promi¬ 
nent  in  education  in  Pennsylvania.  Abandoned  in  1954, 
the  school  is  now  owned  by  Richard  Myers.  Names  of 
people  prominent  in  this  region  in  the  1800’s  include  the 
Kobs,  Swans,  Achermans,  Dennisons,  Heiseys,  Bryans, 
and  O’Neals.  The  last  teacher  of  the  school  was  Mrs. 
Davida  Libhart. 

One  of  the  oldest  schools  was  the  Scott  school  built 
near  Falmouth  in  1811.  The  building  still  stands  along  Rt. 
441  although  it  is  in  disrepair.  Other  schools  recorded  in 
Conoy  Township  included  the  Lincoln  School,  along  the 
Old  River  Road,  (Rt  441),  a  Falmouth  school,  and  a  Bill- 
meyer  school. 

Many  of  the  old  one-room  buildings  still  stand  as 
monuments  of  Conoy  Twp.  early  history  and  the  people’s 
devotion  to  education. 


Lincoln  School  in  use  till  about  1925-26 


School  building  used  prior  to  Lincoln  School.  Standing  several 
hundred  feet  north  on  route  441. 


Falmouth  School  in  use  till  about  1923-24 


Churches 


1.  Methodists 

The  first  religious  group  to  have  a  church  in  Bain- 
bridge  was  the  Methodists.  The  Methodist-Episcopal 
Church  dates  back  to  1827  when  a  few  faithful  followers  of 
John  Wesley  built  a  church  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  Lutherans.  Some  of  these  earliest  members  include 
John  Murphy,  Elizabeth  Esworthy,  John  White,  a  Mrs. 
Lytle,  John  Jones,  James  Hawthorne,  Eliza  Galbraith, 
Aunty  Horst,  Angeline  Smith,  John  Markley,  and  Henry 
Haldeman,  the  son  of  John  Haldeman  in  Locust  Grove. 
Henry  Haldeman  was  in  good  financial  standing  and  upon 
his  shoulders  rested  the  burden  of  paying  for  the  building. 
However  the  records  indicate  that  friction  arose  between 
Haldeman  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation,  and  the 
former  closed  the  doors  on  the  congregation.  In  1839  he 
sold  the  building  to  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  societies. 
The  Methodists  were  thus  without  a  building  for  some 
time,  holding  meetings  in  private  homes,  in  an  old  stone 
house,  or  in  John  Murphy’s  cooper  shop.  At  any  rate  the 
small  group  persisted  until  1844  when  they  were  able  to 
raise  a  one-story  frame  building  on  Race  Street,  the  site  of 
the  present  church.  Soon  a  considerable  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  were  added  to  the  congregation.  In  1866  they  added 
a  second  floor  for  church  services  and  held  Sunday  School 
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2.  Church  of  God 

The  Church  of  God  in  Bainbridge  is  one  of  the  oldest 
ones  in  existence.  It  had  its  origin  in  1832  through  preach¬ 
ing  conducted  by  Elders  E.  H.  Thomas  and  John  Keller.  In 
February,  1833,  prayer  meetings  were  begun  at  the  home 
of  John  McNeil,  who  conducted  a  tavern  along  the  canal. 
By  1837  there  were  18  members  of  the  local  congregation 
embracing  this  faith.  In  1838  occasional  services  were 
held  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  but  some  opposition  caused 
this  to  be  discontinued  and  the  group  was  forced  to  meet 
wherever  they  could — in  a  barn,  orchard,  private  homes, 
even  McNeil’s  bar  room.  In  1838  they  attached  them¬ 
selves  to  the  Dauphin  and  Lancaster  Circuit  and  were  thus 
visited  regularly  with  circuit  preachers. 

In  late  1841  a  great  revival  lasting  several  weeks  was 
held,  with  Elder  John  Winebrenner,  founding  father  of  the 
faith,  present.  With  an  additional  45  converts,  and  a 
throng  of  some  3000  witnesses  at  the  river  baptism,  the 
members  now  considered  it  imperative  to  have  their  own 
building.  In  March  of  1842  the  church  formally  organized, 
elected  officers,  and  organized  a  building  committee.  In 
Dec.,  1842,  a  frame  “meeting  house’’  was  erected  on  a 
riverfront  site  donated  by  Frederick  Hippie.  Elder  David 
Kyle  was  appointed  to  the  circuit  of  Bainbridge  and  Eliza¬ 
bethtown  in  1846,  which  was  then  called  the  “Bainbridge 
Circuit.’’  The  Church  Eldership  also  was  convened  at 
Bainbridge  in  1860. 


services  on  the  first  floor.  In  1882  it  was  again  remodeled 
and  repaired. 

During  March  of  1896  the  church  was  partially  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  The  question  now  arose:  should  it  be  re¬ 
paired  or  should  a  new  structure  of  a  more  modern  design 
be  built?  After  some  deliberation  a  new  structure  was 
begun.  Ten  months  later  a  new  church  was  completed  and 
dedicated  at  the  same  site,  the  total  cost  of  construction 
and  furnishing  being  $7,750.  This  church  building  is  pres¬ 
ently  in  use  today.  The  church  seating  capacity  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  about  150  and  its  active  members  now  number 
about  50.  The  building  contains  a  Sunday  School  to  the 
rear  and  a  social  hall  in  the  basement. 

The  parish  organization  has  had  a  varied  history.  At 
one  time  the  Bainbridge  church  was  part  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Circuit,  which  included  Methodist  churches  from 
Marietta,  Mount  Joy,  Safe  Harbor,  Millersville,  and 
Washington  Boro.  Following  this  arrangement  until  1863 
it  was  in  the  Marietta  circuit.  From  1843-1853  the  Fal¬ 
mouth  Methodists  were  connected  with  the  Bainbridge 
church.  Then  from  1863-1933  Bainbridge  remained  a 
separate  charge.  In  1933  it  united  with  the  Washington 
Boro  congregation  and  became  part  of  that  charge.  In 
1948  Bainbridge  and  Marietta  Methodists  united  in  a 
larger  parish  and  it  is  this  organization  in  which  the 
Bainbridge  United  Methodist  Church  now  participates. 

In  1918  Mrs.  Florence  Weseman  did  bequeath  to  the 
Methodist  Church  her  property  on  Race  Street  to  be  used 
as  a  parsonage.  In  1924  this  property  was  sold  and  the 
present  parsonage  on  Second  Street  was  bought. 

The  official  name  of  the  church  is  Ludwig  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  now  has  149  years  of  active  history 
in  Bainbridge.  The  pastor,  at  present,  is  Rev.  Arthur  B. 
Schirmer  who  resides  in  the  Marietta  parsonage.  The 
local  congregation  is  a  member  of  the  Lancaster  District  in 
the  Eastern  Pa.  Conference. 
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Church  of  God  —  Bainbridge 

As  time  went  on,  the  first  church  structure  became 
outdated,  and  with  its  location  being  no  longer  desirable, 
another  building  committee  was  established.  A  plot  of 
ground  was  donated  in  the  center  of  town  (the  present 
location)  by  George  Bean,  and  in  1878-79  a  new  church 
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was  erected.  Its  total  cost  was  $3500  and  at  that  time  was 
considered  the  finest  village  church  in  this  locality. 

From  about  1898  to  1910  Bainbridge  was  on  a  circuit 
with  Maytown,  then  for  about  20  years  it  was  connected 
with  Rowenna.  In  1928,  the  local  church,  also  referred  to 
as  the  Bethel  Church,  celebrated  the  building’s  50th  anni¬ 
versary  with  extensive  remodeling  at  a  cost  of  $2500.  In 
1939  the  basement  was  excavated  and  Sunday  School 
classrooms  were  made.  A  new  organ  was  installed  in 
1948.  Recent  improvements  include  the  purchase  of  a 
separate  building  on  the  north  side  of  the  church  for  edu¬ 
cational  purposes,  and  the  construction  of  a  parking  lot  on 
the  south  side  adjacent  to  the  Church.  A  new  steeple  was 
also  just  recently  constructed.  Since  1952,  the  Church  of 
God  has  been  served  by  Rev.  J.  William  Brandt  as  pastor. 
Membership  has  grown  considerably  well  over  a  hundred 
since  his  pastorate  of  the  church. 

3.  Lutheran 

In  1838  the  Lutheran  Church  society  and  the  German 
Reformed  society  were  organized  in  Bainbridge.  In  1839 
they  jointly  purchased  a  property  and  meeting  house  from 
Henry  Haldeman  for  800  dollars  which  had  originally  been 
erected  for  the  Methodists.  In  1892  the  German  Reformed 
members,  numbering  only  about  twenty,  sold  their  share 
of  the  property  to  the  Lutherans  for  about  $165.  The  Luth¬ 
eran  congregation  numbered  about  ninety-five  at  this 
time.  The  first  church  council  in  1838  consisted  of  the 
following  elders  and  deacons:  Jacob  Vogelsong,  Frederick 
Schmitt,  elders;  Peter  Hackenberger,  and  John  Ebersole, 
deacons.  The  first  Lutheran  minister  was  Rev.  T.  G.  Von 
Hoff. 

The  old  Church  building,  used  by  Union  soldiers  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War,  as  previously  mentioned,  was 
completely  torn  down  in  1895  and  a  new  one  with  a  capaci¬ 
ty  of  300  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $2700.  This  build¬ 
ing,  and  the  Sunday  School  building  erected  in  1905,  are 
still  in  use  today.  In  1957,  when  the  Rev.  Fred  Coleman 
was  pastor,  a  new  wing  was  built  and  dedicated.  Today 
the  church  and  its  adjoining  parsonage  houses  the  Rev. 
Charles  Snyder,  the  only  residing  minister  in  Bainbridge. 


Lutheran  Church  —  Bainbridge 


The  Lutheran  Church  has  also  had  a  varied  history  of 
parish  connections.  From  1837  to  1867  it  was  part  of  a  cir¬ 
cuit  including  Elizabethtown,  Colebrook,  Mount  Joy,  and 
Maytown.  Maytown  and  Bainbridge  then  formed  a  parish 
until  1897.  From  1897  to  1929  Bainbridge  was  separate  as 
a  congregation,  and  then  until  1955  they  reunited  with 
Maytown  again.  From  1955-66  they  had  their  own  pastor, 
then  they  joined  again  in  an  arrangement  with  Maytown, 
and  Mount  Joy.  For  the  last  four  years  they  have  been 
served  by  their  own  pastor.  The  present  membership 
totals  approximately  150. 

4.  Falmouth  United  Methodist 

As  early  as  1855  a  class  was  formed  at  Falmouth  with 
a  Mr.  Wernley  as  leader  with  twelve  members.  Services 
were  held  regularly  in  private  homes  until  in  1860  a  house 
of  worship  was  constructed.  It  is  a  wooden  structure  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  160.  For  a  time  it  was  connected  with 
the  Bainbridge  circuit.  In  1888  records  indicate  that  trus¬ 
tees  were  elected  and  the  congregation  at  that  time 
became  known  as  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ.  A  plot  of 
ground  50  ft.  X  150  ft.  was  bought  for  100  dollars  and  a 
frame  building  was  erected  costing  $1250  in  1889.  Rev.  H. 
D.  Lehman  was  the  pastor  at  the  time.  In  1922  the 
building  was  improved.  A  new  heating  plant  was  installed 
and  a  new  carpet  was  furnished  at  the  expense  of  $702.  In 
1937  the  interior  was  redecorated,  the  woodwork  refin¬ 
ished,  new  pews  and  pulpit  installed  and  a  beautiful  paint¬ 
ing,  “Christ  in  the  Garden,”  was  placed  in  the  pulpit 
alcove.  In  the  years  1945-49,  new  Sunday  School  rooms 
were  added  to  the  church  building  at  a  minimum  cost. 
Members  and  friends  of  the  church  donated  their  labor. 
While  the  church  is  located  in  the  extreme  northwestern 
tip  of  Lancaster  County,  its  nearest  United  Brethren 
churches  are  in  Dauphin  County.  Hence  it  has  been  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  following  churches:  in  1888  to  Royalton;  in 
1889  to  Fishburn  (Hershey);  in  1901  to  1969  it  was  con¬ 
nected  to  Hillsdale  (Geyers).  In  1969  they  separated  from 
Geyers  to  form  their  own  congregation.  Since  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  and  the  Methodist  denominations 
merged,  the  official  name  is  now  the  Falmouth  United 
Methodist  Church.  At  the  present  time  the  Rev.  Earl 
Christianson  is  serving  as  pastor. 


Falmouth  United  Methodist  Church 
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5.  Stevens  Hill  Church  of  the  Brethren 

Stevens  Hill  Church  is  a  small  congregation  in  the 
northern  part  of  Conoy  Township.  Records  show  that  reli¬ 
gious  activities  were  held  starting  in  1849,  possibly  even 
prior  only  not  on  an  organized  basis.  For  many  years  Sun¬ 
day  School  was  held  in  the  Kob’s  school  house.  The  meet¬ 
ings  were  known  as  the  Conoy  Union  Sunday  School.  Some 
of  the  early  officers  were  Ephraim  Brinser,  Demas  Dibler, 
John  and  Jacob  Kob,  Samuel,  Levi,  and  Joseph  Dennison, 
Sarah  Ebersole,  Fanny  Meckley,  Emily  Goss,  and  Levi 
Ebersole.  Records  show  that  the  lowest  attendance  in 
1869  was  19  and  the  collection  was  9  cents!  Sunday  School 
was  generally  only  held  from  May  to  October  of  each  year. 


Steven’s  Hill  Church  of  The  Brethren 


In  1904,  and  possibly  prior,  the  Elizabethtown  Church 
of  the  Brethren  held  preaching  services  at  Kob’s  every  two 
weeks,  Sunday  School  was  every  Sunday  at  2  P.M.  and 
Church  was  at  3  P.M.  In  1911  after  much  community  de¬ 
liberation,  it  was  decided  to  build  their  own  church,  and  a 
40  x  60  foot  frame  structure  was  erected  about  a  quarter 
mile  east  of  the  school  house.  The  land  was  purchased 
from  Jacob  Myers  for  $211.38  and  the  church  cost 
$3,191.33.  A  shed  for  horses  cost  another  $350.  The  ser¬ 
vices  were  continued  to  be  held  in  the  afternoon  so  that 
people  in  the  community  who  were  members  elsewhere 
could  attend  their  own  services  in  the  morning.  For  a 
number  of  years,  teachers  were  supplied  as  students  from 
Elizabethtown  College.  In  1923  Mr.  Harry  Gerber  moved 
into  the  community  and  became  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  a  teacher  and  leader  in  the  church.  He 
is  still  teaching.  Some  years  ago  the  services  were  chang¬ 
ed  from  afternoon  to  morning,  and  in  1965  the  congrega¬ 
tion  voted  to  become  a  separate  congregation  instead  of 
being  affiliated  with  the  Elizabethtown  Church.  Since 
then  they  have  been  a  self-supporting  church.  Pastor  at 
present  is  Rev.  Dean  Smith. 

6.  Word  of  Life  Chapel 

This  rural  congregation  had  its  origins  following 
World  War  I  when  a  Sunday  School  was  held  for  the  child¬ 
ren  of  the  Stackstown  area  in  the  Wickersham  School. 
This  Sunday  School  was  maintained  by  one  religious  group 
or  another  until  1950.  At  this  time  Abram  L.  Gish,  an  area 
Bible  teacher,  representing  the  Moody  Bible  Institute, 
was  invited  to  teach  those  who  were  attending  the  Sunday 
School.  Those  who  attended  regularly  made  a  definite  re- 


Word  of  Life  Chapel  —  Lobata 


quest  for  an  organized  church.  As  a  result  a  church  was 
formally  organized  in  1951  and  Mr.  Gish  was  ordained  in 
1952,  serving  as  pastor  of  the  church.  This  church,  known 
as  the  Word  of  Life  Chapel,  continued  to  meet  in  the 
school  house  until  1955.  Land  next  to  the  school  was 
purchased  from  Mr.  Elmer  Hoffmes  for  a  new  building.  In 
September  of  1955  it  was  completed  and  dedicated.  When 
the  Wickersham  school  was  vacated  in  that  same  year  and 
offered  for  public  sale,  the  church  purchased  it.  The  one 
acre  of  land  was  added  to  the  church  property  and  used  for 
additional  parking  space.  The  school  building  was  used  by 
the  church  as  an  annex  until  about  1970  when  it  was  razed. 

The  new  building  soon  became  overcrowded  and  en¬ 
largement  was  necessary.  This  was  completed  and  dedi¬ 
cated  in  1962.  The  church  today  has  an  active  ministry  in 
the  community  and  a  wide  outreach  through  Bible  teach¬ 
ing,  radio  broadcasting,  and  missionary  endeavor.  The 
church  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Fundamental 
Churches  of  America.  Rev.  Abram  L.  Gish,  the  founder  of 
the  church,  continues  as  its  pastor. 

Other  Churches 

In  addition  to  the  previous  denominations  just  chroni¬ 
cled,  at  least  two  other  groups  are  worthy  of  mention. 
Back  in  the  1800’s  a  group  called  the  River  Brethren  had 
its  origins  in  the  Conoy  Township  area.  As  mentioned 
briefly  earlier,  Jacob  Engle,  a  member  of  the  Old  Menno- 
nite  Church,  settled  near  Bainbridge  prior  to  the  1800’s.  In 
trying  to  reform  some  of  his  church’s  practices,  in  1776  a 
new  organization  was  created  and  his  followers  became 
called  the  “River  Brethren.’’  A  history  of  splits  and  dif¬ 
ferences  then  plagued  the  River  Brethren.  Splinter 
groups  became  Brinserites,  Yorkers,  and  the  Brethren  in 
Christ,  who  were  more  liberal  in  their  beliefs  than  the 
other  groups.  In  1881  the  River  Brethren  purchased  a 
brick  structure  from  the  Evangelical  Society  on  Second 
and  Chestnut  Streets  in  Bainbridge.  This  building,  with  a 
capacity  of  about  450,  was  a  great  improvement  over  their 
old  wooden  structure  of  about  100  capacity.  Services  at 
the  new  building  were  discontinued  in  1910,  and  the  build¬ 
ing  was  then  used  as  a  band  hall  and  movie  house.  In  1924 
there  were  about  forty  to  fifty  members  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Today  this  Brethren  in  Christ  church  has  a  beautiful 
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building  along  the  Conoy  Creek  on  Route  241  about  4 
miles  east  of  Bainbridge  in  West  Donegal  Township. 

Another  church,  no  longer  in  existence  in  Conoy 
Township,  was  a  small  African  Methodist  Church  in 
Billmeyer.  This  church  was  abandoned  in  the  fifties  when 
the  J.  E.  Baker  Co.  closed  down  the  quarries. 

Civic  Organizations  —  1800’s 

Following  the  Civil  War  several  lodges  were  formed 
in  Bainbridge.  In  1868  Bainbridge  Lodge  No.  627  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  was  founded.  Starting  out 
with  forty  members,  the  lodge  has  since  disbanded.  Bain¬ 
bridge  Lodge  No.  231  Organization  of  United  American 
Mechanics  was  founded  in  1870.  This  lodge,  initially  con¬ 
taining  thirty-six  members,  constructed  a  three-story 
home  on  Race  Street.  It  has  also  since  disbanded.  The 
John  Hippie  Post  No.  353  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was 
organized  in  1883.  These  veterans  have  since  died  and 
that  post  disbanded.  This  was  the  first  known  veteran’s 
organization  in  the  township  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
Pvt.  John  Hippie  of  Bainbridge  who  fell  in  the  Battle  of 
Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Va.  The  Charter  Members  of 

G.  A.  R.  Post  353  were:  Dr.  George  T.  Deseman,  Comm., 

H.  Linton,  H.  Snyder,  Dr.  S.  T.  Whistler,  John  H.  Greene, 
John  Galbraith,  Joseph  M.  Smith,  William  Houseal, 
Christ  Hoover,  Ephraim  Good,  Ross  Ashton,  Michael  A. 
Smith,  J.  D.  Feltenberger,  John  Camp,  T.  Beane,  G.  V. 
Hackenberger,  Simon  Steffy,  John  Shellow,  and  George 
Hawthorne. 

American  Legion 

During  the  period  following  World  War  I,  the  veter¬ 
ans  of  Conoy  Township  were  affiliated  with  and  supported 
the  Wm.  Brenner,  Post  466,  American  Legion,  Marietta, 
Pa.,  and  through  this  organization  sponsored  the  yearly 
Memorial  Day  observance  in  Bainbridge. 

The  Libhart-Dyer,  Post  197,  American  Legion,  Dept, 
of  Pa.,  was  chartered  in  1948  with  the  following  twenty- 
five  Charter  Members: 

George  F.  O’Connor,  James  L.  Kell,  Bernard  E. 
O’Connor,  William  E.  Mundorff,  Harold  A.  Mohr,  Paul  B. 
Brandt,  Ernest  Bartles,  Elwood  S.  Smith,  Luther  A. 
Drescher,  Sr.,  John  E.  Smith*  ,  Harrison  H.  Gingrich, 
Glenn  L.  O’Connor,  Charles  S.  Drescher,  Joseph  W. 
Bowley,  Kenneth  W.  Keck*  ,  K.  D.  Brosey,  Milton  F. 
Flanagan*  ,  Adam  E.  Sweigart*  ,  Harry  R.  Spayd,  Henry 
J.  Straub,  Charles  A.  Reisinger,  Edward  L.  Fitzskee, 
Lewis  H.  Dorward,  John  L.  Gingrich*  ,  Floyd  Donald 
Mohr.  (*  deceased). 

The  organization  was  named  in  honor  of  Harold  N. 
Libhart,  USMC,  and  Jay  Dyer,  USA,  who  made  the 
supreme  sacrifice  in  World  War  II. 

In  1936  a  concrete  plaque  was  presented  “In  memory 
of  the  veterans  of  Bainbridge”  (in  WW  I)  by  the  Marietta 
Post.  The  plaque  was  installed  at  the  High  School.  Future 
plans  are  for  it  to  be  re-installed  at  the  cemetery.  In  1944  a 
wooden  service  plaque  containing  the  names  of  139  men 
and  women  from  Conoy  Twp.  serving  in  the  armed  forces, 
was  installed  and  dedicated  by  the  HGL  Club,  (Girl’s 
service  club),  on  the  Bainbridge  High  School  grounds.  The 
Club  sent  a  newsletter  and  gifts  to  those  in  service  from 
Conoy  Twp.  during  WW  II  and  the  Korean  War.  Disrepair 
to  the  plaque  has  forced  its  removal. 


A  bronze  plaque,  with  a  concrete  base,  was  dedicated 
to  the  veterans  of  WW  I,  WW  II,  and  the  Korean  War  on 
Nov.  9,  1958,  at  the  Fire  Co.  grounds.  On  it  are  inscribed 
the  names  of  those  making  the  supreme  sacrifice:  Harold 
Libhart  -  WW  II,  USMC,  Jay  Dyer  -  WW  II,  USA, 
Christian  Shireman  -  WW  II,  USN,  James  Bryan  -  Korea, 
USA. 

In  1953  the  Lancaster  Co.  Commissioners  deeded  to 
Post  197  the  cemetery  at  the  rear  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
for  perpetual  care  and  maintenance.  It  was  decided  to 
place  the  service  plaque  at  this  location,  and  rededicate  it 
to  include  the  veterans  of  Vietnam,  especially  to  one  who 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice:  John  R.  Booth,  USA.  Re¬ 
dedication  ceremonies  were  held  on  Nov.  11,  1957. 

The  average  membership  of  this  active  organization 
has  been  about  75-100  each  year.  Through  the  years  Post 
197  has  been  active  in  community  service.  The  post  was 
the  first  in  the  area  to  dedicate  a  plaque  in  honor  of  Viet¬ 
nam  veterans.  Other  activities  in  the  community  include 
Memorial  and  Veterans  Day  observances,  aid  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  community  playground,  maintenance  of  ceme¬ 
tery  at  Lutheran  Church,  annual  Christmas  Party  for 
Children  of  the  township,  and  general  support  of  patriotic 
American  ideals. 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Libhart-Dyer  Post 
197,  came  into  existence  with  a  permanent  charter  in  May 
of  1954.  Charter  members  were: 

Marian  Bucher,  Martha  Flanagan,  Ella  H.  Carter,  E. 

E.  Anderson,  Alice  A.  Bachman,  Daisey  Bartles, 

Frances  Bartles,  Cecelia  Clark  Garber,  Orpha 

Drescher,  Fay  Gingrich,  Elsie  Libhart,  Adeline 

Librandi,  Mildred  Lingle,  Arlene  O’Connor,  Blanche 

O’Connor,  Frances  Rapp,  Ruth  Sager,  and  Grace 

Voorhees. 

The  primary  objective  of  the  Auxiliary  is  to  support 
the  state  and  national  policies  of  the  American  Legion  and 
the  government. 

Of  equal  importance  has  been  the  fostering  of  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  community  to  assist  the  veteran  and  his 
family,  and  all  the  children  and  disabled  citizens  in  Conoy 
Twp.  The  Auxiliary  has  given  substantial  financial  sup¬ 
port  in  many  areas.  Some  of  these  include  veteran’s  re¬ 
habilitation,  child  welfare,  Lebanon  and  Coatesville  Hos¬ 
pitals,  Girl  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  Keystone 
Girls  State,  Jr.  Baseball,  National  Security,  Scholarship 
Fund,  Scotland  School,  Hospital  Christmas  Funds,  Heart 
Haven,  Bainbridge  Fire  Co.,  Bainbridge  Halloween 
Parade,  Bainbridge  Ambulance  Fund. 

Over  the  years  the  Auxiliary  has  “adopted”  children 
attending  school  at  Scotland,  (school  for  children  of  de¬ 
ceased/disabled  veterans)  near  Chambersburg.  Thomas 
Flanagan  will  graduate  in  June,  1976,  marking  the  close  of 
the  “adoption”  program  of  the  two  Flanagan  children. 

Flags  were  presented  to  the  local  churches.  A  supply 
of  “hospital”  equipment  is  maintained  for  use  by  Conoy 
Twp.  residents. 

The  Auxiliary  also  attempts  to  foster  Americanism  at 
the  elementary  school  through  special  programs,  essay 
contests,  etc.  In  order  to  meet  its  financial  obligations  the 
Auxiliary  has  had  food  sales,  candy  sales,  greeting  card 
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sales,  flag  sales,  and  sold  poppies  made  by  disabled  veter¬ 
ans  who  are  dependent  on  this  employment  to  earn 
support  for  themselves  and  their  families.  The  Auxiliary 
also  acts  as  chairman  of  the  Conoy  Twp.  drive  for  the 
Cancer  Crusade.  Membership  in  the  unit  has  been  as  high 
as  64  but  at  present  stands  at  54.  Officers  are: 

Mrs.  Claude  J.  McCarty  -  Pres,  and  Historian 

Mrs.  Elsie  Libhart  -  l&t  Vice  Pres. 

Mrs.  Irvin  Lighty  -  2nd  Vice  Pres. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Myers  -  Chaplain 

Mrs.  John  Trout  -  Sgt.  at  Arms 

Mrs.  Frank  Shaffron  -  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Richard  Gerlach  -  Secretary 

H.  G.  L.  Club 

The  H.  G.  L.  Club  was  formed  in  1929  as  a  woman’s 
group.  From  1942  until  the  end  of  the  war  it  was  a 
“Service  Club”,  sending  gifts  and  cards  to  the  men 
serving  in  the  Armed  Forces  from  Conoy  Township. 
Florence  Wilhelm  was  President,  Ellen  McCarthy,  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  Mrs.  Grace  Hoffman,  Editor  of  a  news  letter  sent 
out  regularly. 

The  Club  still  meets,  the  present  officers  are  Vera 
Kirvenski,  President;  Mae  Byerly,  Secretary;  Laura 
Myers,  Treasurer. 

The  Bainbridge  Band 

There  had  been  a  band  in  Bainbridge  since  the  mid 
1800’s  but  the  first  organized  band  was  in  1896. 
Chartered  in  1919,  the  officers  then  were:  Chester  Ging¬ 
rich,  Pres.,  John  Shue,  V.  Pres.,  Lawrence  Smith,  Treas., 
and  Wm.  and  Monroe  Morganthaul,  Frank  Meekley,  and 
George  Nein  -  Trustees.  With  the  exception  of  the  war 
years,  the  band  has  been  active  and  operating  ever  since. 


Band  Hall  —  Bainbridge 


The  first  organized  band  rehearsed  in  a  barn  in  the 
center  of  town,  which  later  became  the  first  fire  house.  At 
this  time  the  Bainbridge  Band  owned  their  own  band 
wagon  which  they  used  to  travel  to  their  engagements.  In 
1920  they  bought  a  building  on  2nd  Street,  between  Mar¬ 
ket  and  Chestnut  Streets,  that  had  earlier  been  the  River 
Brethren  Church.  They  converted  the  building  into  a  band 
hall  and  showed  movies  to  help  meet  the  expenses.  Mrs. 
Clarence  Bryan  (Jane  Hawthorne)  played  the  piano  for 
these  old-time  silent  movies.  Then  with  the  advent  of  the 


“talking”  movies  the  theater  discontinued,  but  the  band 
continued  to  use  the  hall  until  WW  II. 

During  the  early  years  the  band  was  composed  of 
primarily  local  talent.  After  WW  II  the  band  picked  up 
again  and  began  practicing  at  the  fire  house  because  the 
band  hall  had  been  rented  for  storage  and  was  not  avail¬ 
able.  In  1945  the  band  hall  was  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Palmer  McNelly,  who  owned  the  adjoining  lots.  The  band 
continued  to  practice  in  the  fire  house  until  Harry  Birch, 
who  owned  the  hotel  near  the  fire  house,  offered  to  help 
build  a  hall  adjoining  his  hotel.  This  was  completed  with 
practically  all  labor  and  skills  done  by  the  bandsmen,  and 
the  band  moved  in.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Birch,  the  new 
owners  asked  the  band  to  vacate  their  room,  since  there 
was  no  written  contract  on  the  use  of  the  band  hall.  At  this 
time,  the  band,  now  somewhat  displeased  with  the  lack  of 
a  permanent  home,  appointed  a  committee  to  find  a  per¬ 
manent  hall.  In  1958,  after  the  J.  E.  Baker  Co.  discontin¬ 
ued  use  of  their  community  hall,  (which  was  also  the  old 
Bethel  or  Church  of  God),  the  Bainbridge  Band  procured 
the  building  for  its  use.  Rehearsals  began  and  have 
continued  there  up  to  the  present  time.  Recent  band  di¬ 
rectors  have  included  Lloyd  Seifred  of  Columbia,  Lindsey 
Seltzer  (until  1960),  and  at  present  Sam  Zimmerman,  who 
also  directs  the  New  Holland  Band. 

The  band  hall  has  been  renovated  inside  and  out, 
since  its  acquisition.  The  basement  has  been  finished  and 
is  now  used  as  a  social  hall,  meeting  room,  kitchen, 
storage,  and  furnace  room.  Aluminum  siding  has  also 
been  recently  added.  Credit  for  much  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  should  go  to  George  Smith,  one  of  the  directors  and 
librarian  of  the  band  and  caretaker  of  the  hall.  The  band- 
men,  themselves,  deserve  credit  too,  as  they  have  made 
themselves  and  their  bandhall  an  asset  to  the  community. 
The  officers  of  the  Bainbridge  Band  at  present  are: 

Richard  Krall  -  Pres.,  Lloyd  Smith  -  V.  Pres.,  James 
Smith  Sr.  -  Sec/Treas.,  George  Smith  -  Librarian.  Board 
of  Directors  include  S.  O.  Zimmerman,  J.  Montgomery,  G. 
Smith,  R.  Krall,  J.  Smith,  A.  L.  Seifred,  L.  Smith. 

Some  of  the  older  members  of  our  previous  bands  60 
years  and  older  include: 

Maurice  Demmy,  the  oldest  who  now  lives  in  Lititz, 
and  played  during  the  1910  era,  Benjamin  Gilbert,  who 
lives  in  Winchester,  Va.,  and  played  between  1910  and 
1920;  Clarence  Bryan,  J.  Shue,  L.  Lynn,  John  Lynn,  E. 
Lynn,  Raymond  Raber,  P.  Raber,  N.  Raber,  L.  McNelly, 
E.  Staley,  C.  Witmer,  P.  Bard,  E.  Baumbach,  H.  Meekley, 
C.  Nissley,  Harrison  Gingrich,  J.  Boyland,  B.  Lehman,  P. 
McMullen,  L.  Baumbach,  W.  Shopf,  R.  Kehoe,  B. 
Hammond,  G.  Waller. 

Directors  of  the  band  today  are  John  Schaefer,  Mon¬ 
roe  Morganthaul,  Charles  Aston,  Eugene  Girth,  Curtis 
Smith,  Chester  Witmet,  Ernie  Spangler,  Raymond  Raber, 
Lloyd  Seifred,  Lindsey  Seltzer,  Samuel  O.  Zimmerman. 

Bainbridge  Fire  Company 

Another  civic  organization  with  a  great  interest  in  the 
community  is  the  Bainbridge  volunteer  fire  company.  Ser¬ 
ving  the  entire  township,  as  the  only  active  volunteer  fire 
company,  it  was  organized  in  1921  and  chartered  in  1923. 
A  lot  and  building  to  be  used  as  a  fire  house  was  purchas¬ 
ed  in  1924.  The  first  truck  was  purchased  and  arrived  in 
1925,  and  a  siren  was  received  the  following  year.  In  1938 
a  1937  model  Reo  truck  was  purchased  to  replace  the 
Oberchain-Boyer  engine  (the  first  truck).  In  1949  a  Ford 
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First  Fire  Hall  at  left  —  at  right  building  purchased  in  1933 
for  expanded  facilities 


fire  truck  (U.S.  surplus)  was  purchased  and  put  in  service 
as  a  second  piece  of  equipment.  In  1957  a  new  Reo  truck 
was  purchased  and  the  equipment  from  the  Ford  truck  was 
mounted  on  it.  A  new  pump  was  bought  for  this  truck  in 
1962  with  a  capacity  for  pumping  500  gallons  per  minute. 
This  pump  cost  the  company  $3000.  In  1972  the  company 
purchased  a  fully  equipped  Hawn  fire  truck  on  a  Ford 
chassis.  This  brand  new  piece  of  equipment  replaced  the 
old  1938  Reo  truck.  In  1963  a  Buick  ambulance  (1948 
model)  was  purchased  to  provide  expanded  service  to  the 
community  and  in  1964  this  was  replaced  by  a  1956  Cadil¬ 
lac,  fully  equipped.  The  ambulance  was  updated  again  in 
1967  with  the  purchase  of  a  1960  Cadillac,  and  again  in 
1973  with  a  purchase  of  a  1967  Oldsmobile.  In  1975  the 
Company  purchased  a  new  1975  model  Dodge  Maxivan 
ambulance  which  they  now  have  presently  in  use.  Since 
the  purchase  of  the  first  ambulance,  first  aid  courses  have 
been  offered  at  regular  intervals  and  drivers  have  also 
taken  courses  in  ambulance  attendant  training. 

In  June  of  1963,  realizing  the  need  for  better  and  ex¬ 
panded  fire  protection  in  the  rural  areas  of  the  township, 
the  company  purchased  a  1950  Dodge  tank  truck  of  1400 
gallon  capacity.  In  1974  a  new  Chevrolet  Tank  truck  was 
purchased  and  is  completely  paid  for.  Its  capacity  is  2000 
gallons.  Due  to  the  steady  and  continued  support  of  the 
township  the  only  piece  of  equipment  still  not  paid  for 
completely  is  the  new  ambulance.  For  the  size  of  the 
township  it  serves,  Bainbridge  has  a  modern,  well- 
equipped  fire  company  indeed! 

In  1964  ground  was  broken  for  a  badly  needed  new 
fire  house.  This  building  was  dedicated  on  May  22,  1965 
and  currently  houses  four  pieces  of  equipment.  The  fire 
company  is  situated  on  the  southern  portion  of  town  at 
Second  and  Market  Street  “C”.  The  new  building,  as  did 
the  previous  one,  serves  as  the  center  for  community  and 
civic  meetings.  In  order  to  gain  financial  support,  the 
company  holds  carnivals  every  summer  on  the  fire  comp¬ 
any  grounds  and  solicits  contributions  from  community 
and  township  residents.  The  Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  the  fire 
company,  organized  in  1965,  holds  sales,  the  proceeds  of 
which  go  for  the  fire  company.  One  of  their  first  projects 
was  to  complete  and  furnish  the  kitchen  in  the  fire  house. 
They  have  also  contributed  several  thousand  dollars  to¬ 
wards  equipment.  The  auxiliary  stands  ready  to  assist 
families  in  need  due  to  fire  loss  and  are  ready  at  any  time 
to  assist  the  company  at  fires  or  any  other  emergencies  by 
furnishing  food  and  drink.  They  also  sponsor  a  Labor  Day 
queen  contest  for  girls  of  the  6th  grade  in  the  township. 


Bainbridge  Fire  Company’s  first  pumper  —  Oberchain-Boyer 
Model 


The  fire  company  has  grown  considerably  and  con¬ 
tributed  effectively  to  the  welfare  of  Conoy  Township.  It 
hardly  needs  to  be  stated  that  the  effectiveness  of  a  volun¬ 
teer  fire  company  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  popular 
support  of  its  citizenry.  The  progressiveness  of  the  Bain¬ 
bridge  Fire  Company  and  the  Fire  Company  Auxiliary  can 
certainly  vouch  for  that  support. 

The  present-day  officers  are  as  follows: 

Leroy  Hoffines  -  Pres. 

Charles  Drescher  -  1st  V.  Pres. 

William  Smith  -  2nd  V.  Pres. 

Calvin  Garman  -  Secretary 

Elwood  Smith  -  Treasurer 

Harry  Zink  -  Chaplain 

The  officers  of  the  auxiliary  are  as  follows: 

Nancy  Querry  -  Pres. 

Linda  Smith  -  Vice  Pres. 

Esther  Sloat  -  Secretary 

Dotty  Haines  -  Corresponding  Sec. 

Pauline  Matheny  -  Treas. 

Mary  Kline  -  Ass’t.  Treas. 

Annabelle  Armstrong  -  Chaplain 


Present  Fire  Hall 


Conoy  Township  Organization 

Since  Conoy  Township  is  rather  sparsely  populated 
and  predominately  rural,  it  is  organized  according  to  the 
regulations  of  a  second-class  township.  Three  super- 
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Present  Fire  Company  Equipment 


visors,  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  Twp.,  make  up  the 
executive  branch  of  the  local  government.  These  are 
presently:  Paul  Esbenshade,  Pres.,  Joe  Kauffman,  and 
Richard  Shepler.  Robert  Strickland  is  hired  by  the  Twp.  as 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  township  planning  commis¬ 
sion  is  comprised  of  David  Gerber,  Thomas  Campbell, 
Ralph  Ebersole,  and  David  Walters.  George  Weigel  is 
zoning  officer.  The  zoning  hearing  board  is  comprised  of 
David  Gerber,  Paul  Crum,  and  George  W.  Rhoads.  A  part 
time  policeman  is  hired  by  the  Twp.  who  is  at  present 
Thomas  Kesslring. 

Township  meetings  are  held  in  the  township  building 
on  Second  and  Arch  streets  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  7  P.M.  Taxes  levied  include  a  $5  per  capita  tax, 
a  $10  school  tax,  a  9  mills  property  tax,  and  a  school  tax  of 
54  mills  on  real  estate. 

Conoy  Township  is  a  part  of  the  98th  district  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  Harrisburg.  At  present  our  repre¬ 
sentative  is  a  resident  of  Falmouth,  and  local  business¬ 
man,  Kenneth  Brandt. 

In  1959  members  of  the  Bainbridge-Maytown  Rotary 
Club  took  the  initiative  on  surveying  public  opinion  for  get¬ 
ting  a  public  water  system  for  Bainbridge.  Of  the 
ninety-five  people  polled,  sixty-five  said  they  were  in  favor 
of  the  idea.  A  nine  member  citizens  committee  took  over 
the  plans  following  the  Rotary  survey.  An  engineer  was 
hired  to  survey  costs  for  a  proposed  establishment  of  a 
water  system.  The  cost  was  $600,  paid  by  the  township 
with  the  understanding  that  the  residents  of  Bainbridge 
would  eventually  pay  for  it.  The  survey  indicated  that 
twenty  per  cent  of  the  wells  in  Bainbridge  were  polluted 
and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  water  system  would  be  about 
$262,000.  State  studies  showed  pollution  as  a  result  of 
sewage  draining  through  layers  of  limestone  to  the  source 
of  well  water.  In  1962  the  township  supervisors  created  a 
water  authority.  The  original  members  of  the  water 
authority  were:  Wilbert  E.  Mohr,  Ben  Myers,  John 
Charles,  Jack  Miller,  Edwin  Smith,  Harrison  Gingrich, 
Ben  Earhart.  Bernard  Myers,  legal  representative  for  the 
authority,  assured  the  township  that  the  proposal  would 
be  financed  by  bond  issue  paid  off  by  revenues  obtained 
from  front-foot  assessments  and  fees  by  those  using  the 
public  system  only.  The  Bainbridge  Water  Authority 
pointed  out  certain  advantages  for  getting  the  system.  It 
would  encourage  community  growth,  aid  in  fire  fighting, 
and  eliminate  a  possible  health  hazard  due  to  water 
pollution. 


By  1963  about  170  out  of  a  possible  200  users  had 
been  signed  up  and  agreed  to  buy  town  water.  Bids  were 
opened  for  construction  in  1964  and  five  contracts  were  let 
for  various  phases  of  the  operation,  including  a  water  dis¬ 
tribution  system,  well  fields,  control  house,  200,000  gallon 
reservoir,  electrical  work,  and  meter  installation. 

Since  the  installation  of  fire  hydrants  would  also  aid 
the  entire  township,  a  tax  of  6  mills  was  proposed  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  installation  of  eighteen  fire  hydrants  at  $150 
each.  After  much  discussion  it  was  decided  to  tax  only  the 
users  of  the  town  water  system  for  the  hydrants.  However 
the  entire  program  was  a  success  as  over  80%  of  the 
community  hooked  up  to  the  water  system.  At  present  the 
members  of  the  Bainbridge  Water  Authority  are: 

John  Charles  -  Pres.,  Clement  Squires  -  Sec.,  John 
Lokey  -  Treas.,  Thomas  Campbell,  and  Joann  Gutshall. 
Members  are  appointed  by  the  supervisors  for  terms  rang¬ 
ing  from  1-5  years.  Offices  are  located  on  Chestnut  St. 

Floods  of  1904,  1936,  1972 

One  of  the  most  notable  events,  which  some  people 
still  remember,  was  the  Bainbridge  ice  and  flood  of  1904. 
A  souvenir  book  was  printed  and  published  by  Brinser  and 
Brandt  of  Bainbridge  in  that  year  containing  many 
amazing  photographs  and  accounts  of  this  natural  spec¬ 
tacle.  The  flooding  and  massive  ice  jam  was  caused  by  an 
extremely  cold  winter  and  a  sudden  thaw  in  the  spring. 
Houses,  barns,  and  tobacco  sheds  sailed  majestically 
down  the  river.  The  canal  wall  was  the  salvation  of  Front 
Street,  but  the  water  forced  the  ice  over  the  railroad.  At 
the  highest  point,  water  rose  into  Finn’s  hotel  and  a  stump 


1936  Flood-Lynn’s  Hotel  —  same  location  as  1904  picture 


V 


1936  Flood  —  2  scenes  at  Billmeyer 
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1904  Ice  &  Flood  —  Finn’s  Hotel  —  Bainbridge 

floated  right  in  the  front  door.  Huge  chunks  of  ice  knocked 
over  the  pillars  of  the  porch.  The  flood  made  destruction 
from  Middletown  to  Safe  Harbor.  Chunks  of  ice  15-20  feet 
thick  were  carried  through  the  railroad  cut.  It  took  over 
four  thousand  men  a  week  to  repair  and  clean  the  ice- 
gorged  tracks  and  get  the  trains  running  again.  The 
average  depth  of  the  ice  was  12  feet.  It  was  the  biggest  job 
of  its  kind  to  be  tackled  bv  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  It 
was  a  mammoth  job  involved  in  just  feeding  the  laborers. 
Brinser  and  Brandt  well-expressed  a  summary  of  the 
disaster:  “What  nature  did  in  a  very  short  time,  it  took 
thousands  of  men  one  week  to  undo,  and  cost  between 
$200,000  and  $300,000.” 


1972  Flood  —  submerged  bridge  at  entrance  to  three-mile 
island 


Bainbridge  Cemetery 

There  was  no  community  cemetery  in  Bainbridge 
until  1874.  Prior  to  this  interments  were  made  within  the 
town  limits,  but  when  the  town  was  laid  out,  some  of  the 
streets  were  made  to  pass  through  this  burial  place. 
Another  graveyard  was  on  a  hill  about  Va  mile  north  of 
town,  near  the  present  water  company  grounds,  but  this 
has  ceased  to  be  used.  After  the  town  was  laid  out  the 
Lutheran  Church  yard  was  used  as  a  place  of  burial.  In 
1874  the  Bainbridge  Cemetery  Assoc,  was  formed.  Offi¬ 
cials  were  Israel  Groff,  Henry  Fals,  John  Hykes,  John 
Markley,  Thomas  Haden,  Samuel  Hackenberger,  George 
Hackenberger,  Harrison  Hippie,  Peter  Sides,  and  George 
Beane.  A  lot  was  purchased  just  south  of  town,  of  five 
acres,  and  enclosed  and  laid  out.  The  remains  of  many 
who  were  buried  elsewhere  have  been  removed  to  this  at¬ 
tractive  and  well-kept  location  which  is  still  in  use  today. 


Hawthorn’s  Furniture  &  Interiors,  Inc. 

156  years  ago  (1820)  in  Bainbridge  the  establishments 
presently  known  as  Hawthorn’s  Furniture  and  Interiors 
and  the  J.  Hawthorn  Miller  Funeral  Home  began  in  a  log 
cabin  (located  just  north  of  the  present  business).  George 
Hawthorn,  and  his  son  Jimmy,  as  he  was  popularly 
known,  were  skilled  cabinetmakers  who  immigrated  here 
from  Ireland,  making  their  first  home  near  Donegal 
Springs  in  1799. 

Jimmy  (1814-1898),  who  took  over  the  business  from 
his  father  around  1845,  began  the  business  of  “under¬ 
taker.  ’  ’  People  of  the  community  came  to  his  shop  to  have 
custom  furniture  made  or  upholstered.  By  hand  and  by 
crude  footpower  machinery  he  turned  out  quality  pieces  of 
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furniture  which  -today  are  sought  after  by  antique  collec¬ 
tors  throughout  the  country.  From  Jimmy  Hawthorn’s 
cabinet  shop  also  came  the  coffins  in  which  were  buried 
the  remains  of  many  Bainbridge  and  Conoy  Twp.  pioneers. 
His  pious  nature  and  sympathetic  understanding  were 
qualities  which  made  his  services  as  undertaker  much  in 
demand.  He  retired  from  the  business  in  1889. 

George  W.  Hawthorn  (1842-1925)  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  Jimmy.  In  1895  he  attended  the 
Oriental  School  of  Embalming  and,  two  years  later,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Clark  School  of  Embalming  in  Harrisburg. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Bainbridge  I.O.O.F.  and  the 
G.A.R.  and  was  quite  prominent  in  Bainbridge. 

The  late  Harry  J.  Hawthorn  (1866-1938)  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  “undertaking”  and  “furniture”  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  father  George  in  1905  and  assumed  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  firm  in  1917  at  his  father’s  retirement.  He 
also  continued  the  family  tradition  of  making  much 
furniture  by  hand  for  sale.  It  was  he  who  brought  to  Bain¬ 
bridge  the  most  modern  methods  of  embalming  and  most 
up-to-date  funeral  equipment  available  at  the  time.  The 
little  shop  in  which  he  worked  was  dismantled  shortly  after 
his  death.  This  brought  to  an  end  the  era  of  custom-made 
furniture  in  the  family  shops. 

The  fifth  generation  period,  headed  by  Harry  J. 
Hawthorn’s  daughter,  Mary  Hawthorn  Miller  (1904-  ) 

and  her  husband  Ervin  F.  Miller  (1901-  ),  was  one  of 

building  expansion,  customer  growth,  and  personalized 


service.  In  their  36  years  of  leadership  they  succeeded  in 
increasing  and  upholding  the  quality  name  of  Hawthorn. 

In  1960,  Jack  Hawthorn  Miller  (1934-  ),  assumed 

responsibilities  in  his  parent’s  business.  As  the  6th  gen¬ 
eration,  the  firm  entered  into  the  interior  design  field. 
With  the  retirement  of  Mary  Hawthorn  Miller  and  Ervin 
F.  Miller  in  1974,  the  family  of  Hawthorn,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Jack  Hawthorn  Miller,  will  continue  to  bring  the 
different  and  unusual  decor  to  the  homes  and  businesses 
of  the  area.  Hawthorn’s  Furniture,  growing  in  scope  and 
field,  intends  to  maintain  the  personalized  service  of  the 
previous  five  generations  of  historic  community  service. 
The  future  of  the  furniture  and  funeral  business  is  assured 
as  three  sons  of  Jack  H.  Miller  are  growing  up,  possibly  to 
fulfill  their  destiny  in  an  old  family  business. 
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Scenes  from  1972  flood  —  Bainbridge 
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Do  you  Know?  Corner  Rose  Alley  and  Arch  Street. 


Bert  L.  Hamor,  Bainbridge  1951  photo 
Lt.  Hamor  entered  the  Aviation  Service  of  the  Signal 
Corps  July  8,  1917.  He  attended  the  University  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  The  University  of  Texas,  then  completed  flying 
training  at  Payne  Field  at  West  Point,  Miss.  He  was 
Instructor  in  stunt  flying  for  seven  months  before  being 
sent  to  Wright-Patterson  Field.  Later  he  was  sent  to 
Mitchel  Field  and  with  100  other  Pursuit  pilots  was  as¬ 
signed  overseas.  The  ship  turned  back  when  several 
days  out  at  sea  upon  learning  that  the  Armstice  was 
signed.  Lt.  Hamor  died  in  1960. 


Fire  in  Bainbridge  in  early  forties.  Four  buildings  razed.  Help¬ 
ing  to  move  belongings  from  buildings  threatened  are  left  to 
right:  Miss  Margaretta  Moore,  Mrs.  Florence  Wilhelm,  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Breneman  and  Mrs.  Ray  Haslett. 


*< 


First  military  plane  to  land  at  Olmsted  Air  Force  Base  was 
this  old  Curtice  biplane.  Pilot  was  Bert  L.  Hamor,  Bain¬ 
bridge.  There  were  three  planes  assigned  to  the  field  at  the 
time,  which  was  shortly  after  World  War  I. 

Hamor  became  the  first  pilot  to  land  a  military  plane  at 
Olmsted  through  an  accident.  He  relieved  Lt.  William 
Warren,  the  first  supply  officer  at  the  field,  and  later  helped 
assemble  the  first  plane  assigned  to  the  base.  This  plane  was 
damaged  in  the  take-off,  hitting  an  embankment.  Hamor 
was  ordered  to  take  up  another  plane,  which  was  assembled 
a  few  days  later,  and  did  the  job  without  accident. 

The  first  planes  were  kept  in  a  canvas  hanger. 

Lt.  Hamor  was  discharged  from  military  service  in  1920  and 
received  a  civil  service  appointment  as  a  spare-parts  expert. 
He  left  civil  service  in  1923  but  was  permitted  to  use  a  mili¬ 
tary  plane  to  continue  flying  on  a  reserve  basis.  Later  he  or¬ 
ganized  the  Hamor  Aviation  Corp.  with  offices  in  Middle- 
town  and  Altoona.  Then  came  three  months  with  the  Ricken- 
backer  Circus  doing  stunt  flying.  In  1925  he  helped  fly  mail 
from  Baltimore  to  Buffalo.  On  one  of  these  trips  he  was 
forced  to  land  in  Philadelphia  because  of  a  heavy  snowstorm. 
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1933  BASEBALL  TEAM 

CENTER  FRONT:  Mart  Camp 

FRONT  ROW:  Norman  (Chub)  Raber,  Patsy  Sechrist,  George  Smith,  Luther  Wagner,  Elwood  Smith,  Charlie  Reisinger 

BACK  ROW:  Harrison  (Butch)  Camp,  Steve  Kopecki,  Clarence  Garman,  Elmer  (Tom)  Lynn,  Mrs.  Ann  Vogel,  Wilbert 

(Bud)  Mohr,  Harrison  Gingrich 


1944  BASEBALL  TEAM 

FRONT  ROW:  Elwood  (Bub)  Raber,  Harold  Mohr,  Mart  Camp,  Wilbert  (Bud)  Mohr,  Henry  Weidman,  Gene  Mohr  John 
Smith 

BACK  ROW:  Vince  O’Connor,  Jim  Mohr,  Dave  Shoemaker,  Dave  Walters,  Art  Trostle,  Jim  Rider,  Walt  Urich 
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BAINBRIDGE  BAND  ABOUT  1922 

BOTTOM  l$OW:  Chester  Gingrich,  Wilbert  Mohr,  Samuel  Ely,  Harry  Bachman,  John  McCarthy,  Curtis  Smith,  Roscoe 
Flowers,  Harry  Hackenberger,  Warren  Libhart 

MIDDLE  R\ |>V:  Frank  Libhart,  Raymond  Raber,  Lee  McNelly,  Paul  Raber,  David  Heisey,  William  Morganthal,  Palmer 
McNelly,  John  Lynn,  Harlan  Meckley 

TOP  ROW:  l  Frank  Meckley,  Lawrence  Smith,  Calvin  Raber,  William  Bryan,  Monroe  Morganthal,  Clarence  Bryan, 
Luther  Lynn,  John  Shue 

Backdrop  -  Blinbridge  Band  Hall  Movie  Theatre  showing  advertisements  of  local  merchants. 
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Old  Post  Office,  Bainbridge  1929  2nd  Street 


U.S.  Post  Office,  Bainbridge  1976  2nd  Street  and  Market 
Street  “B”. 


Huber  Threshing  Machine  1922  last  model  made.  Mr.  A.F. 
Brandt  was  a  thresher  for  45  years.  Machine  donated  to 
Smithsonian  Museum  by  the  family  1973. 


Centennial  of  Pony  Express,  Maytown  to  Bainbridge  1860- 
1960  Picture  taken  1966 


Old  Haldeman  Mansion,  near  Billmeyer,  no  longer  standing. 


Old  Tannery,  standing  at  corner  of  Market  Street  “C”  and  Pa.  Route  441 
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Mr.  Hummel  in  the  railroad  station?  What  a  treat  to  go  down  there  and  see  the  trains 
arrive,  the  people  coming  to  town  to  visit  friends  and  relatives. 

George  Nein’s  ice  cream  parlor?  The  marble  soda  fountain  (the  first  in  Lancaster  Coun¬ 
ty),  marble  tables  and  bent  wire  chairs. 

Thad  Groff’s  general  store?  You  could  buy  anything  there  -  horse  and  cow  feed  to  beau¬ 
tiful  pictures  painted  on  glass.  There  are  still  some  of  these  in  the  homes  in  Bainbridge. 

Charlie  Fah’s  bake  shop?  Fresh  bread  and  buns  everyday  and  samples  for  kids. 

Fred  Smith’s  cigar  making  shop? 

Mrs.  Boreman’s  “Larkin”  store  in  her  home?  We  called  her  “Sallie  Larkin”.  You 
bought  a  certain  amount  and  got  a  premium.  One  was  a  beautiful  glass  kerosene  light.  We 
now  call  them  “Gone  With  the  Wind  Lights”,  and  the  lucky  people  who  still  have  theirs  are 
holding  on  to  them. 

The  old  band  hall  movie  theater?  Mr.  William  Hackenberger  ran  the  projector  and  Jane 
Hawthorne  Bryan  played  the  piano.  We  also  held  minstrel  shows  and  high  school  plays 
there. 

Mr.  Kuntzleman  at  the  post  office?  If  too  many  people  got  in  at  one  time  or  the  kids 
made  too  much  noise  he  would  lock  everyone  out  until  the  mail  was  sorted. 

Andy  Boreman’s  blacksmith  shop?  This  was  quite  an  interesting  place.  You  could  watch 
him  shoe  horses  and  hear  him  tell  tall  tales  about  the  good  old  days. 

Claude  Bachman’s  barber  shop?  It  was  one  of  the  oldest  businesses  in  Bainbridge.  He 
and  Omar,  his  brother,  had  a  shop  in  the  bank  building  and  after  Omar’s  death  he  moved  it 
to  Second  Street  across  from  the  post  office  and  tailor  shop. 

Mr.  Curtis  S.  Smith  also  had  a  barber  shop  in  town.  First  on  Race  Street  and  then  later 
he  moved  it  to  Second  Street  in  the  drug  store  building. 

Mr.  Harry  Cover’s  restaurant?  Selling  seafood  in  the  basement.  Later  John  McCarthy 
took  it  over  and  also  sold  home-made  ice  cream.  In  1920  G.  Wilbert  Mohr  bought  the 
building  and  moved  his  tinning  and  plumbing  business  and  hardware  store  from  down  the 
street.  This  business  was  started  in  1913. 

The  I.  Scott  general  store?  This  was  the  largest  one  in  town  and  was  originally  started 
by  Winfield  S.  Smith.  You  could  buy  almost  anything  there.  Do  you  remember  the  big  long 
candy  case,  crackers  in  a  barrel,  sugar  in  a  bin  and  the  big  pot  belly  stove?  Coal  was  deliv¬ 
ered  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  two  horses  and  later  a  Model  T  Ford  truck. 

Who  could  forget  Hen  Kauffman’s  restaurant?  The  big  Purity  ice  cream  sign  (now 
Pennsupreme).  A  great  hangout  for  the  young  men. 

Olive’s  tea  room?  The  meeting  place  for  teenagers. 

The  Jungle  restaurant  and  a  dance  hall  on  the  second  floor  run  by  Mr.  Heisey  and  later 
Harry  Birch?  The  Fire  Company  purchased  the  building  in  1933. 

Did  you  know  Bainbridge  had  a  bottling  works?  The  names  on  the  bottles  that  have  been 
dug  up  are  John  H.  Myers,  Doyle  and  Myers  and  Bainbridge  Bottling  Company.  Who  knows 
what  they  bottled? 

To  the  residents  who  spent  all  their  lives  in  this  town,  Bainbridge  had  everything. 
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Nissley’s  Mill  Bridge 
over  Conowego  Creek 
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John  Keller’s  Falmouth  Quarry  Insets  show  2  examples  of  work.  At  left:  example  of  cemetery  lot. 
At  right:  memorial  for  Thaddeus  Stevens  ; 


/ 

Left:  Mural  of  old  stone  bridge  at  Lobato  (Stackstown)  Painted  by  Linnaeus  Longenecker  for  Union 
National  Bank,  Maytown.  Right:  Present  bridge  at  same  location. 
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Bainbridge,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Established  on  March  6,  1826. 


Falmouth,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Established  on  February  20,  1828. 

Discontinued  on  September  30,  1929  (mail  to  Bainbridge). 


Appointment  Dates  thru 

Postmasters  September  30,  1971 


John  Hoffman 
Robert  Currey 
George  Blattenberger 
Stephen  Atherton 
Jacob  B.  Hamilton 
John  Filbert 
Robert  H.  Jones 
Mrs.  Eliza  F.  Galbraith 
John  Filbert 
Eliza  F.  Gailbraith 
Frederick  M.  Gamm 
Mrs.  Margaret  Ellis 
Lydia  Louden 
Elizabeth  Galbraith 
Joseph  R.  Wetzler 
Jacob  R.  Brenner 
John  H.  Finley 
George  S.  Sides 
Jacob  R.  Brenner 
Isaiah  Kuntzelman 
Miss  Jane  Hawthorne 
(Name  changed  by  marriage  to 
Mrs.  Jane  F.  Mackley  on  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1937) 

(Name  changed  by  marriage  to 
Mrs.  Jane  F.  Bryan  on  March 
21,  1949) 

Mrs.  Ruth  R.  O’Connor 

Bernard  E.  O’Conner 

Kathryn  Kauffhold 
Marian  E.  Smith 


March  6,  1826 
April  23,  1829 
June  23,  1830 
June  16,  1841 
November  10,  1843 
October  5,  1848 
May  4,  1849 
January  7,  1853 
July  22,  1853 
October  24,  1854 
February  15,  1868 
December  17,  1868 
February  25,  1876 
January  15,  1877 
April  25,  1881 
August  21,  1885 
July  26,  1889 
January  4,  1894 
May  23,  1895 
May  5,  1899  —  1927 
October  8,  1927 


December  31,  1953  (asumed  charge) 
February  1,  1954  (acting) 

March  16,  1955  (confirmed) 

May  16,  1955  (assumed  charge) 
March  15,  1971  (acting) 

April  15,  1972  (acting) 

February  17,  1973  (assumed  charge) 


Postmasters 

John  C.  Klein 
Thomas  Rees 
George  H.  Horning 
Samuel  Steinmetz 
George  H.  Horning 
Abraham  Collins 
Christian  Neff 
Abraham  Collins 
Alfred  W.  Moore 
Miss  Jane  Minnich 
Abraham  Collins 
William  Grimes 
James  S.  Grimes 
George  W.  Zimmerman 
George  W.  Walton 
Samuel  J.  Bierly 
John  Horst 

George  W.  Rutherford 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Handiboe 


Appointment  Dates  Thru 
September  30,  1929 

February  20,  1828 
February  16,  1831 
October  20,  1831 
March  7,  1839 
July  2,  1841 
June  7,  1847 
June  15,  1849 
July  15,  1853 
December  5,  1864 
June  20,  1866 
October  17,  1867 
March  10,  1871 
February  22,  1877 
April  4,  1883 
January  8,  1886 
March  16,  1912 
July  7,  1915 
August  30,  1927 
September  7,  1927 


Billmeyer,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Established  on  August  27,  1902. 

Discontinued  on  April  30,  1941  (mail  to  Bainbridge). 


Appointment  Dates  Thru 
Postmasters  April  30,  1941 _ 


George  R.  Shenberger 
Abraham  L.  Erb 
William  C.  Mason 
William  S.  Longenecker 
Ira  J.  Long 
Frank  Doll 


August  27,  1902 
January  6,  1903 
March  21,  1906 
June  22,  1907 
March  18,  1918 

January  21,  1941  (assumed  charge) 
February  7,  1941  (acting) 


U.S.  Postal  Service  Map  of  Conoy  Township  mail  routes  —  1938 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Herchelroth 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  Lighty 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E.  Mundorff 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Ebersole 

Mrs.  Thelma  Smith 

George  E.  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Foster 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Benyak 

Peter  Benyak,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  Nauman 
Pam  and  Keith  Nauman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Edye 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Brandt 


- SPONSORS - 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Mohr  and  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Herchelroth 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Brandt 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Brenner 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Gerber 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Rank 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Bartles 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Brooks 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Bryan 

Mrs.  Alta  Hesslet 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welby  Sine 

A  Friend 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Snyder,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elwood  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Zink 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  O’Connor 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Kline 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  Gingrich 

Margie  and  Paul  Kline 

Mrs.  Earl  Myers  and  Bob 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  Sargen 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Biesecker 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Lokey 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lehman  and  Grace 


PATRONS 


Linda  R.  Koser 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  E.  Koser,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  E.  Koser,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lynn 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Barnhart 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Camp 

Sherry  Camp 

Martin  L.  Camp 

Dennis  Camp 

Betty  Keck 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  Gutshall 
Tania  and  Keith  Rapp 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Trout 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Brosey 
Mrs.  H.  Palmer  McNelly 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Gallo 
Mrs.  Alice  Zellner 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Myers 
Marlene  Lighty 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Zimmerman 
Ed  Mohr 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Haldeman 
John  Witter 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyle  Reider 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Earhart 

Miss  Minnie  Demmy 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  Kauffman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Gutshall,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Gutshall,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Prescott  and  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Barbour 

Mrs.  Ada  Geistweite 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Drescher 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Horton 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  Morley 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Price 

Mary  Bush 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Wagner,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Youst 

Brenda  and  Brenda  Jo  Keim 

Fay  Gingrich 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Lyter 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Trotta 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Boyd 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Smith  and  Son 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clement  Squires 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Loucks 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Gerlach  and  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kirvinskee 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Jackson  and  Family 

Rodney  Gingrich 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  Mohr  and  Family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  J.  Landis  and  Family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  H.  Landis 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Edwards 
Mrs.  Esther  Sloat 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig  Libhart  and  Daughter 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barry  Hackenberger  and  Family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elwood  R.  Lighty 
Mrs.  Roy  Youst,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hulstine 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Long 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Good 
Leota  Hill 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Kern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Andrews 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Farmer 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Myers 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Weigle 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Hammaker 
Kathryn  Hoffman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Ortity 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Smith 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Snyder 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Hoffman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Swope 
Sherman  Bair 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Hoffman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Burkett 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Fisher 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Zeigler 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Mulhollem 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Zorger 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Snyder 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  Simione 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Stern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  Krieser 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Hoerner 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Hippie  and  Family 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christ  Warner 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Schellenberg 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Stout 

Mrs.  Katherine  Schatz 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Pickel 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Bailey 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russel  Funck 

John  Hemperly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell  and  Family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Hemperly  and  Lorraine 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Smith,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCracken 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leroy  Funck 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Rentzell 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Hemperly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Bair 

Mrs.  Miriam  Breneman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Bryan 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Campbell 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  Clouser 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Davis 

Mrs.  Charles  Durborow,  II 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Durborow,  III 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Engle 

Miss  Sharon  Flowers 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Fogie 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Gable 

Miss  Pauline  Garber 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Gerber 

Mrs.  Hazel  Gingrich 

Mrs.  Esther  Guiles 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Wilson  Gutshall 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackie  Gutshall 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Gutshall 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Halbleib 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Rentzell 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  Kadysewski 

Mrs.  Virgel  Lighty 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  J.  McCarty 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  McNaughton,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  McNaughton,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steven  Mohr 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Shope 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Wagner,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Youtz 
A  Friend 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Parmer 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Shoop 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Burkholder 
Ted  Flowers 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Reno 

Mrs.  Daniel  Balmer 

Miss  Anna  Schrum 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Lynn 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Rhoads 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  C.  Rhoads 

Mrs.  Ida  Hockenberry 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Parmer 

Mrs.  Daisy  Bartles 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  Sager 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Kesselring 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Barton 

Nancy  Rapp 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Stauffer 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  G.  Gingrich 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  Voorhees 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Lindsey 
Terry  Kibler 
Charles  Shank 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Lokey 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Caudill 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Miner 
Roy  Youst,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Fuhrman 
Lester  Byerly 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Smith 
Mrs.  Pauline  Garman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Richwine 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Engle 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig  Kauffman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Bair 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hawk 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  McCowin 
Elmer  Shepler 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Emswiler 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Schlotthauer 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Goodling 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Kauffman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Swope 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Kauffman 
Romaine  and  Vicki  Bair 
Mark,  Kevin  and  Jacine  O’Connor 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Swope 
George  E.  Smith 
Dixie  Kopecki 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  L.  Newgard 
Mrs.  William  Beatty 
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— CONOY  TOWNSHIP  BICENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE— 1976 


NAME  ADDRESS  AFFILIATION 


Marguaretta  M.  Gingrich 
Rep.  Kenneth  Brandt 
Romaine  Campbell 
Leone  Hippie 
Harrison  Gingrich 
Marian  Smith 
Richard  Brooks 
Barbara  Lehman 
Lillian  Brooks 
William  Mundorff 
Helen  Rank 
John  Hemperly 
Richard  Libhart 
Margie  Smith 
Ruth  Andrews 
James  Smith 
Mrs.  Josephine  McCarty 
Carl  Smith 
John  Lehman 
Linda  Koser 
ODessa  Biesecker 


Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #4  Elizabethtown,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #4  Elizabethtown,  PA 

R.D.  #4  Elizabethtown,  PA 

Bainbridge,  PA 

Elizabethtown,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 

Bainbridge,  PA 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  PA 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Ass’t  Secretary 
Treasurer 

Chairman  Fund  Raising 
Military  Units 
Crafts 
Crafts 

Parade  Chairman 
Photography 
History  Adv 
Chorus  Director 
Fund  Raising 
Church  History 
Bands 
Auxiliaries 
History 

History  and  Art 
Flag  Contest 
Sponsors  &  Patrons 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


We  have  endeavored  to  compile  as  complete  a  book  as  possible  on 
Conoy  Township  with  a  limited  amount  of  information  available  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  We  are  indebted  to  and  wish  to  thank  those  many  people  who  aided 
us  by  volunteering  pictures,  information,  and  material  for  our  book.  We 
regret  any  errors  or  inaccuracies  that  may  be  apparent  in  this  book.  Also,  if 
we  ommitted  or  failed  to  portray  items  of  importance  we  are  sorry.  Hope¬ 
fully,  may  these  areas  be  corrected  in  the  next  edition! 
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AUCTIONEERS 

GEORGE  E.  STONE,  JR. 

Phone  367-3220  Bainbridge,  Pa. 

JOHN  D.  KILMER 

Phone  665-3849  Manheim,  Pa. 

“NO  sale  too  large  or  too  small.  We  handle 
them  all "  FQR  Y0UR  SALE  CALL  us 

. .  \ 

BAINBRIDGE  CAR  WASH 

250 

HEATED  FLOOR 

Bainbridge,  Pa. 

GABE’S 

Day  or  Night 

FARMER’S 

TV  SERVICE 

MUTUAL 

Specializing  in  Color 

INSURANCE  CO. 

V2  mile  south  of  Bainbridge  on  Rt.  441 

Phone  426-1873 

Incorporated  January  31,  1844 

For  products  you  can  trust .... 

.  .  .  .trust  TEXACO 

56  N.  Market  St. 

Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

GARBER  OIL  COMPANY 

105  Fairview  Street 

Consult  your  local  agent  for  our: 

Mount  Joy,  PA 

"FIRE  "ALLIED  LINES 

Phone  653-1821 

Compliments  of 

Phone  426-3654 

RED  BARN 

Furniture  Stripping 

WELBIE  SINE 

MMTmUSE 

R.D.  #4  Box  240 

Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

GLASS  —  FURNITURE 

Phone  367-2959 

Box  2,  Arch  Street  Bainbridge,  Pa.  17502 

_  J 
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FURNITURE  AND 
INTERIORS,  Inc 


andS-  diaioUwm  WjlU&A.  FUNERAL  HOME 

SINCE  1820 


Having  served  the  area  for  156  years,  we  feel  a  certain  closeness  and  dedication  to  the 
community  through  the  heritage  of  which  we  are  a  part  and  we  wish  to  extend  this 
sense  of  commemoration  as  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  nation. 


JACK  HAWTHORN  MILLER  —  BAINBRIDGE,  PA.  17502  TEL.  (717)  426-3814 

J 


V 
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THE 

VILLAGE 

STORE 

Village  of  Falmouth 


Open  7  days 


‘A  Unique  Shopping  Experience  ’’ 


BROSEY’S 

SINCLAIR 


BAINBRIDGE,  PA 


Phone  426-1780 


Compliments  of 


SCHOOL 

•  DEVELOP  MIND/BODY  CONDITIONING 
&  CO-ORDINATION 

Learn  Self  Defense 

•  MEN  •  WOMEN  -  All  Ages 
CLASSES:  Tues.  And  Thurs.  7  to  9  PM 

—  SPECIAL  FAMILY  RATES  — 
SCHOOL  LOCATED  Between  Marietta 
&  Columbia  off  Rt.  441 
DICK  PRESCOTT  -  SAN  DAN  INSTRUCTOR 


Washington  House 
Conoy 


BAINBRIDGE 


Visit  our  Buffets 


Bainbridge  Pa. 


Call  426-1789 


PHONE  367-7727 


Phone  426-321  □ 


DONALD  H.  FISHER,  INC. 

Building  =  Remodeling  Contractor 


RD  #4  •  Box  251 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.  17022 


Arnold’s  Welding  Shop 

ELECTRIC,  ACETYLENE  &  PORTABLE  WELDING 


R.  D.  #1 


BAINBRIDGE,  PENNA.  175D2 
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Compliments  of 


DONEGAL  MUTUAL 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Route  441  By-Pass 
Marietta,  Pa.  17547 


YOUR  LOCAL  MULTIPLE  LINE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 


J.  “ED”  Charles,  Pres./Treas. 


Conoy  Springs 
Dairy 


JUG  MILK  BY  THE  GALLON 


FARM  FRESH  EGGS 


FRUIT  DRINKS 


Phone  367-6292 
One  Mile  North  of  Bainbridge 


Compliments  of 


CONOY 


TAVERN 


BAINBRIDGE,  PA. 


Prop.  Arthur  C.  Lichty 


LOCUST  GROVE 
Art  and  Photography 
Studio 


Commercial 

Portrait 

Weddings 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appointment  Available 


R.D.1,  Box  18,  Bainbridge,  Pa.  17502 
Phone  (717)  426-2227 


Ladies,  Girls,  Men’s  &  Boys  Clothing 


THE  BAINBRIDGE  STOP  N’  SHOP 


CORNER  OF  WALNUT  STREET 
AND  ROUTE  441 
Bainbridge,  Pa. 
phone  426-3292 


Shop  Hours  Mon.  thru  Fri.  1:00  to  9:00 
Saturday  10:00  to  6:00 


Compliments  of 


BAINBRIDGE  BAND 


Since  1896 
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R.D.1 

Bainbridge,  Pa. 

Phone  367-6091 


FISHERMAN  S  WHARF 

"Home  of  the  Mu  skies" 


Phone  426-3706 

PIONEER 

RIVERROAD  ANTIQUE  SHOP 

OLD  FURNITURE 

SOLAR  HEATING 

RT.  441  6  MILES  NORTH  OF  MARIETTA 

Weekdays  -  after  5 

Division  of  Pioneer  Aluminum  Corp. 

Weekends  -  all  day 

R.D.1 ,  Box  7 

Bainbridge,  Pa.  17502 

Phone  426-1571 

George  Nauss  Bainbridge,  Pa. 

Compliments  of 

PIONEER  SOLAR  HEATING 

PRESENTS  SUNBLAZER  FURNACES 

SUSQUEHANNA  INN 

SOLAR  HEATING  IS  HERE  NOW.  SUNBLAZER 
HARNESSES  THE  SUN  TO  PROVIDE  YEARS  OF 
NON-POLLUTING,  ENERGY-CONSERVING  HOME 
HEATING.  ANNUAL  HEATING  BILLS  ARE  RE- 

Proprietor  -  Cecelia  Garber 

DUCED  SIGNIFICANTLY  WITH  THE  AUXILIARY 
HEATING  CAPABILITIES  OF  THE  SUNBLAZER 
FURNACE. 

Route  441  North  of  Bainbridge 

L 

_ _ _ / 
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A.  F.  BRANDT’S  SONS 

Elizabethtown,  Pa. 


Providing  a  service  vital  and 
essential  to  a  community 


Clothing  Store  “On  the  Square "  1938-1942 

New  Men’s  Hair  Replacement  Center 

HARRISON  GINGRICH 

SHOE  REPAIR 

PRESENT  TIME 

*  14  award  WINNING 

SPECIALISTS  IN 

V  '  :  >  )  *  CUSTOM  HAIRPIECES 

*  CARE  OF  HAIRPIECES 

*  STYLING 

Luncheonette  1949  to  1955 

Luncheonette  1967  to  1974 

WORLD  WIDE  WINNERS  OF  MAJOR  AWARDS 

Phone  (717)  394-0641 

2  W.  Orange  St.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

THE  OLD  BLACKSMITH  SHOP 

MUSEUM 

DAVID  GERBER 

HAND  FORGED  REPRODUCTIONS 

contractor 

OF  EARLY  AMERICAN  HARDWARE 

AND 

R.D.  #1  Bainbridge,  Pa. 

PENNSYLVANIA  LONG  RIFLES  AND  PISTOLS 

Phone  367-2985 

^Proprietor:  Richard  W.  Brooks  Bainbridge 

_ J 
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Founded  1913  —  2nd  Generation  Since  1934 


W.  E.  MOHR 


•  PLUMBING  •  HEATING 

•  AIR  CONDITIONING 

•  SEPTIC  TANK  &  DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS  INSTALLED 


Phone  426-3765 

Bainbridge,  Pa. 

- 1. _ J 
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Congratulations  to 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  - 1776  - 1976 


From 

LIBHART-DYER  POST  #197,  American  Legion,  Bainbridge,  Pa. 

“Lest  we  Forget ” 

We  invite  you  to  join  us  in  serving  the  Community,  State  and  Nation 


PAST  COMMANDERS 

El  wood  S.  SMITH  (1948-49); 

Harold  A.  MOHR,  Sr.  (1949-50); 
Elwood  S.  SMITH  (1950-51); 

John  E.  SMITH  (1951-52); 

William  E.  MUNDORFF  (1952-53); 
Gerald  J.  BUTCHER  (1953-54); 

John  L.  GINGRICH  (1954-55); 

Harrison  H.  GINGRICH  (1955-57); 

F.  Donald  MOHR  (1957-59); 

Joseph  C.  KAUFFMAN,  III  (1959-60); 
Harrison  H.  GINGRICH  (1960-61); 
Charles  S.  DRESCHER  (1961-62); 

Hugh  I.  RENO  (1962-63); 

Luther  A.  DRESCHER,  Sr.,  (1963-65); 
Richard  L.  BOWLES  (1965-66); 

Joseph  W.  BOWLEY  (1966-67); 

Joseph  K.  DAVIS  (1967-68); 

Richard  E.  PRICE  (1968-69); 

Ralph  H.  BAIR  (1969-70); 

Joseph  K.  DAVIS  (1970-73); 

Norville  E.  BOWLES  (1973-74); 

James  S.  KAUFFMAN  (1974-75); 

Guy  M.  KOSER  (1975-76). 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  AMERICA 

From  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Libhart-Dyer  Post  #197 
Bainbridge,  Pa. 

Compliments  of 

Joan’s  Beauty  Shop 

Smith’s  Barber  Shop 

Phone  426-3436 

Phone  426-3408 

Located  in  Bainbridge’s  First  Drugstore  —  Corner  of  2nd  and  Arch 

Compliments  of  H.  G.  L. 

CLUB  Bainbridge,  Pa. 

46 


r 

'  *\ 

367-2952 

Compliments  of 

HIPPLE’S  ELECTRIC  SERVICE 

C.  A.  S.  HOLLINGER 

RESIDENTIAL  &  FARM 

AGENCY 

Appreciating  200  Years  of  Freedom 

Box  259  R.D.4 

•  Fire 

Glenn  R.  Hippie  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

•  Auto 

Antiques  Bought  and  Sold 

•  Life 

HILT’S  ANTIQUES 

9  Bonds 

AND  COLLECTIBLES 

Market  Street  C 

Bainbridge,  Pa. 

OLD  POSTCARDS  •  TOYS  •  PRIMITIVES 

Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

&  GLASSWARE 

Phone  367-6680 

A  GENERAL  LINE  OF  ANTIQUES 

PHONE  426-3097 

GINGRICH’S  FOOD  MARKET 

Market  Street  B 

Fresh  &  Smoked  Meats,  Frozen  Food,  Produce,  Groceries 

Bainbridge,  Pa. 


“Where 
Friendly 
People 
Meet " 
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Map  from  BRIDGENS  Atlas  of  Lancaster  County,  1864 


